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GAZETTE
http://mn-mggroup.org/

Visit us on the web at: http://mn-mggroup.org

To Dave Braun for 7 Years of From the Garage

Thank you for your service to MMGG!
UPCOMING EVENTS - – Details within
Boot and Bonnet Pub Party – Saturday February 20th

It’s that time of year!!
A message from our Treasurer:
Membership fees for 2016 are due.
$30 if paid before the MMGG Spring Kick-Off Brunch. $35 if paid after.
Please submit payment to:
Steve Greenway
PO Box 13
Cumberland, WI 54829
Membership renewal form on page 14
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Minnesota MG Group Officers
Executive Board
Name & Title
President - Bob (Andy) Anderson
Vice President - Dawn Williams
Past President - Robert Jensen
Treasurer – Steve Greenway
Secretary – Elena Biessener
Newsletter Editor – Sue Greenway
Regalia Coordinator - Jennie Anderson
Webmaster – Jim Gevay

Phone Number

E-mail Address

651-439-6876
612-363-5990
651-351-9500
715-418-9481
651-337-0681
612-723-0354
952-854-2505
763-780-8140

minn.mg.group@gmail.com
dawnbrody70@gmail.com
proofpositivevideo1@msn.com
1974GreenMGB@gmail.com
elen2b0916@comcast.net
smgreenway1@gmail.com
jasweets55@gmail.com
jgevay@msn.com

Minnesota MG Group Coordinators & Representatives
Name & Title
New Member Coordinator- Jon Bergquist
InterMarque Rep. - James Pennoyer
Tech Session Coordinator
Minnesota MG Girls - Cindy Pennoyer

Phone Number

E-mail Address

952-758-6070
763-536-5472

jonbergquist1116@gmail.com
mgadriven@yahoo.com
OPEN
mgagirl@gmail.com

763-536-5472

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 and is dedicated to the preservation, restoration, maintenance and enjoyment
of the MG cars. MG car ownership is not necessary to be a member of the Minnesota MG Group. Correspondence can be
addressed to: Minnesota MG Group - 1316 Martha St N Stillwater MN 55082.
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The Prez Sends Greetings from Saint John - USVI

As many of you may know – the stress of Presidential Office responsibilities eventually gets to one, so to maintain
what semblance of sanity I may have remaining and to better prepare for another year in office; I have once again
shrugged my responsibilities, packed my bags and headed to the islands.
So – I be chill'n mon!
Ahh, but we all know I cannot really shrug responsibilities, I as usual try to face them head on, but 'on island' I will
face responsibilities while supporting the local rum economy.
No worries, mon, I be back in time for the 3 rd Annual Bonnet & Boot Party at the Petroff's on 20 February in
Bloomington at 6:30 p.m. I just hope I remember to start driving on the right again.
And while I'm on the topic of driving on the LEFT, in cars with steering on the left – I really dislike driving here at
night. Roads here, as I may have explained in the past are narrow, very steep with very sharp curves. Doing this at
night is dangerous. But now I've learned why I can't see anything – Tech Tip: Most cars have never had their headlights
adjusted for being on the other side of the road. This technically means U.S. headlight aiming favors the right shoulder,
away from oncoming traffic. The right shoulder here is oncoming traffic. The good thing is that with so many curves,
someone's headlights are usually lighting up the interior of your own car.
But back to MMGG business. I have been doing my annual head count of how many MMGG members also belong
to NAMGAR and/or NAMGBR. Since it appears the emails coming in from members have dropped off – I will assume
I have all the responses I will be getting for the annual reporting to the two Registers (reporting in with adequate
numbers enables MMGG to qualify for various insurance coverage). And the results are: Out of 110+ members, 31
members belong to the two Registers; NAMGAR = 12, NAMGBR = 19. If anyone hasn't gotten their affiliation
membership information in to me, just sent an email. Keep in mind I only need reporting for these two Registers.
Other business coming up is the first for 2016 Officers/Board meeting on March 20th, in the usual location at
Shamrock's Pub in Saint Paul on W. 7th Street. I'm sure this is where everyone will argue I'm being paid too much.
Upcoming April events are the John Twist tech sessions at Quality Coaches held 2-3 Apr, and the following week is
our Kick-off Brunch on 9 Apr at Sergeant Pepper's in Oakdale.
As pointed out by our Treasurer, Steve Greenway – it is now 2016, so 2016 membership dues are due. Paying one's
dues by the Kick-off Brunch lowers dues to $30, after the Brunch dues are $35. And if they aren't paid by U.S.A. tax
due date, instead of coming after you like the IRS, one's membership is simply dropped. Don't let this happen to you!
So that's about all the news that's good news that I can come up for now. If I've forgotten anything – I be blaming it
on the demon rum, mon!

3

MINNESOTA MG GROUP

February 2016

From the Garage
The last time I wrote “From the Garage” was in
November. I skipped December because I was very
wrapped up in my day job; and January was a low key
month as far as the Gazette goes. In fact, our esteemed
editor sent out an email asking about articles, and I
couldn’t quite bring myself to respond. At the holiday
party a couple of folks queried me about the lack of a
December article. I didn’t want to brush them off, but
in truth, the thought went through my head that I’ve
written about every system I know and understand on
our cars, some more than once; and a I’ve written about
a few systems that I didn’t really know a lot about until
I sat down at the computer and ‘penned’ the article.
Since first taking on this spot in the Gazette in February
of 2009, I’ve put together 75 articles; worked with four
editors; enjoyed countless comments from readers; and
watched in amazement as the articles were picked up in
a variety of magazines, from Classic MG to the
magazine for the North American MGB Register
(NAMBGR), MG Driver, for which I received the 2012
Best Contributing Author Award. Some of my articles
have enjoyed an appearance on-line in blogs and
internet based magazines; in newsletters from other
chapters; and even in newsletters for other models of
MGs.
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It never bothered me too much when I strayed from the
MGB which most of you drive. I admittedly have
limited knowledge about MGAs and could only write
about them in general. My information on Midgets is
mostly due to seeing the similarities the later Midget
models bore to Sammy, my Triumph Spitfire
undergoing restoration in the shop. I’m primarily an
engine guy, but tackling all the systems on three
restorations, and fixing many other cars for people
when I had time helped provide many of the subjects
for the articles. When I needed to know more about
MGCs people in the club helped there too and an article
would surface.
The aviation business has taken off (pun intended)
more than Diane and I ever dreamed. Partly due to the
hard work we’ve put in, and partly because Diane has
never said “no” to any of the projects I wanted to
pursue, even when they take me halfway across the
country or halfway around the world. I’ve sat in both
non-descript and incredibly fancy hotel rooms writing
articles; on Isla Mujeres at Madam Vice’s home away
from home; in Florida on spring vacation; and even on
airplanes putting together story ideas and writing as I
crossed over to Europe on business.
Along the way my penchant for keeping track of
projects on spreadsheets and photographs, and the
research I’m trained to do as an engineer, greatly
assisted me in creating articles for the Gazette. That,
and restoring and fixing cars fed subject matter to me
in great glimmering gobs of garage guides. But I’m not
really taking apart any cars right now beyond the simple
maintenance that well sorted MGs need; and I’m not
sure I have anything more to say about simple
maintenance at this point anyway. I do get carburetors
sent to me from all over the world, which I send back
sorted, polished and plated, but how many carburetor
articles does a Gazette need?

Dave with his inaugural Best Contributing Author
Award from NAMBGR
There have been multiple articles on preparation for
storage; many on electrical systems; and even an
ambitions three part set on painting your car. The
interiors, heaters, lubrication, hoods, and seats have all
been covered. We’ve done engine repairs, gearbox
fixes, steering maintenance and of course, brakes,
suspensions, and wheels and tires. I’ve covered favorite
books, tools, shop renovations, and fun MG Math. I’ve
joked about turning parts of our house into MG
Restoration Areas, using items found in the kitchen,
bath and laundry rooms, but being careful to return
these MG Restoration Tools to their proper places
before Diane discovered their alternate uses.

Setting a jet on an MGB carburetor during a rebuild.
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I have many folks to thank for allowing me to provide
these writings and helping the articles go into print.
Everyone who let me work on their cars; the editors,
proofreaders and officers of the MMGG; the leadership
at NAMGBR; and the MMGG members who
suggested, commented or contributed writing to these
monthly articles are all vastly appreciated. And
especially Dr. Mike who made sure that I always had
an interesting project or two- if it wasn’t a Lotus Twin
Cam engine, then it was teaching me to do body prep
and paint. The articles opened up a lot of opportunities
for me to do fun things with neat MG people,
introduced me to new friends from all over, and were
the springboard that allowed me to make presentations
at MG 2015 in Niagara Falls, Ont; and coming up at
MG 2016 in Lexington, Kentucky.

Dave’s best friend Diane, with Maggie. Both of which
provided much inspiration and fodder for writing.
Diane came with me to Webster to live at Sky Harbor
Airpark, and is fully supportive of our next dream, a
Beechcraft Bonanza I can pick up in the spring that
needs more than a little work, and should keep me busy
for a very long time. Diane and I will still be active
participants in the MMGG, we enjoy our friendships
with each of you, and we love our MGs as much as we
love the long distance touring we do together in these
brave little cars. But all things come to an end, and I
feel my contributions in From the Garage have run
their course. Thank you for letting me share my
thoughts and projects these past seven years. The
garage is still open; perhaps someone will step up and
continue the tradition.

The title page to the presentation Dave gave at MG
2015. The opportunity was a direct result of the articles
that have appeared in the Gazette over the years.
But most of all I want to thank my friend Diane, who let
me stay at her house when my whole world fell apart;
then rent from her, and eventually fell in love with me
and agreed to marry me. She has allowed me to pursue
my dreams of consulting and entrepreneurship while
putting up with my grouchy single-mindedness when I
am engrossed in a problem or a task. She turned the
garage in Hastings over to me when I wanted to tear
apart her 1970 MGB Maggie, perhaps recalling those
times when we hardly knew each other and I ripped the
same MGB into pieces to repair the dash and the
carburetors, Diane confessing later that she was sickened
by the idea that I may not know how to put Maggie all
back together again.

This 1956 G35 Bonanza needs a new home. Diane and
Dave have to build him a hangar, think of a suitable
name, and do some serious maintenance, but they are
up for the task!
Safety Fast!
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The MG Girls’ Corner

The next MG Girls luncheon will be at Salut Bar Americain in Edina on Monday, February 15
(President’s Day) at 1PM. Salut is located at 50th and France. RSVP to Elena at
elen2b0916@comcast.net.

RESCHEDULED due to MN BRRRR…We decided to cancel the January Book Club meeting
because of the below zero temps, so we will be holding off until Sunday, March 13 to discuss “The

Details:

1:00 at Elena Biesssener’s home. As usual.
We’ll be “lunching” so bring a dish to pass. We will be discussing “The Kitchen House” by
Kathleen Grissom. Please RSVP to Elena at elen2b0916@comcast.net. Her address is 10793 D
Falling Water Lane in Woodbury. If you need directions, just drop her an email.
Kitchen House” by Kathleen Grissom.
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MMGG 2016 Combined Calendar of Events
Date
Saturday, February
20

Event Location, Details and Contact
Bonnet and Boot Pub Party,
6:30 PM, 5017 Kingsdale Dr. Bloomington
Hosted by: John and Joan Petroff

Monday, March 14

Bi-Monthly Club Meeting
Location: Shamrock’s Bar 995 West 7th Street, St. Paul, MN - Open to
all MMGG members.

Saturday and Sunday,
April 2-3
Saturday,
April 9
Monday, May 9

Sunday,
May 14

Workshop with John Twist
Hosted by: Quality Coaches, Mark Brandow
MMGG Spring Kick Off Brunch at Sargent Pepper’s
Hosted by: MMGG members Elena Biessner
Bi-Monthly Club Meeting
Location: Shamrock’s Bar 995 West 7th Street, St. Paul, MN - Open to
all MMGG members.
InterMarque Spring Kick-Off
Location: TBD
For more information visit: www.intermarque.org

Friday – Sunday,
June 10-12

Rendezvous: Kenora
Details TBD

Monday – Friday,
June 13-17

MG 2016
Details TBD

Friday,
June 17

MMGG Friday Sundae Drive
Hosted by: MMGG Member Jim Gevay

Sunday,
June 26

InterMarque Picnic
Location: Cherokee Park 700 Cherokee Heights Blvd, St. Paul, MN
For more information visit: www.intermarque.org

Thursday,
July 7
Monday, July 11

Destination Drive -Hudson Band Concert
Hosted by Tom and June Moerke
Bi-Monthly Club Meeting
Location: Shamrock’s Bar 995 West 7th Street, St. Paul, MN - Open to
all MMGG members.

Friday,
July 15

MMGG Friday Sundae Drive
Hosted by: MMGG Member Jim Gevay.

Sunday,
July 31

InterMarque Picnic
Hosted by: MMGG
Location: Cherokee Park 700 Cherokee Heights Blvd, St. Paul, MN
For more information visit: www.intermarque.org
Destination Drive: Blues on the Chippewa (Durand, WI)
Details TBD
bluesonthechippewa.com

Sunday, August 7
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MMGG 2016 Combined Calendar of Events
Date
Saturday, August 13

Event Location, Details and Contact
Brit Fest Vintage British Car Show
Location: Downtown Hudson, Wisconsin.
Friday, August 19
MMGG Friday Sundae Drive
Hosted by: MMGG Member Jim Gevay.
Friday - Sunday,
Destination Drive – Rutabaga Festival, Car Show, Crafts Fair,
August 26-28
Music. (Details TBD)
Location: Cumberland, WI
Hosted by: Sue and Steve Greenway
Sunday, August 28
InterMarque Picnic
Location: Cherokee Park 700 Cherokee Heights Blvd, St. Paul, MN
For more information visit: www.intermarque.org
Saturday, Sept 10
Wheels and Wings Car Show
Details TBD
Monday, Sept 12
Bi-Monthly Club Meeting
Location: Shamrock’s Bar 995 West 7th Street, St. Paul, MN - Open to
all MMGG members.
Saturday,
Fall Colour Tour
Details TBD
Sept 24
Saturday and Sunday,
Waumandee Hill Climb
Hosted by: MN Austin Healey
Sept 24-25
Details TBD
Sunday,
InterMarque Picnic
Location: Cherokee Park 700 Cherokee Heights Blvd, St. Paul, MN
Sept 25
For more information visit: www.intermarque.org
October
Fall Colour Tour
Details TBD
Saturday, November
MMGG Annual Business Meeting
12
Details TBD
December
MMGG Holiday Party
Details TBD

MMGG Technical Advisors
Electrical - Jeff Schlemmer
jeff@advanceddistributors.com
MGA - Brian McCullough
brian@bmcautos.com
MGB - Randy Byboth
W1979MGB@comcast.net
Midgets - Brian McCullough
(651)462-0145
Triple-M - Lew Palmer
(651)436-7401

T-types - Bob Figenskau
(952)935-7909
Tech Coordinators OPEN
Randy Byboth – 952-936-9335
W1979MGB@comcast.net
Steve Nichols – 612-306-1022
seedguys@msn.com
Bodywork – OPEN
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THINGS FOR SALE, SERVICES AND WANTED
Minnesota MG Group member ads will run free for three months, unless you tell the editor to drop them earlier or run
them longer. The month/year the ad was placed will be listed.
Cost for commercial ads is as follows:





Business Card—$10.00/issue
1/4 page—$20.00/issue
1/2 page-$30.00/issue
Full page-N/A.

All commercial ads must run a minimum of 6 months and must be paid in advance. Send money to Sue Greenway PO
Box 13, Cumberland, WI 54829. Make checks payable to the MMGG. Send ad to smgreenway1@gmail.com. If you
are a member, please indicate this when placing the ad or notice. Please also provide your full name so information can
be verified.
MMGG will not sell your information or share it with third parties for marketing or other purposes.

SU Carburetor Rebuilds
SU Carburetors work best when in
tip top condition. We will rebuild
your carburetors paying special
attention to throttle shafts
butterflies, floats, dampers and jet
assemblies. Speedy turn-around,
responsive communication,
guaranteed work.
H, HS and HIF carburetor services
are offered.
For a quote please email
dave@dbraun99.com or visit
www.dbraun99.com
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R&C Detailing , LLC
Professional Buffer & Detailer
4052 Mica Trail
Eagan, MN 55122
cynbad87@q.com
Office 651.681.8040
Cell 952.220.5779
Bob does professional buffing & detailing
for Barrett Jackson Auctions.

Brighter & Safer Brake,
Parking & Turn Signals
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LED’s use less power, last longer and
are seen better than standard tail lamps.
Unlike some older type tail lamp bulb
replacements, these are actually cooler
and will not damage the lens.
LED’s for British Classics can be
purchased here:
http://www.bmcautos.com/led
Several videos on light replacement
can be found at:
http://www.youtube.com/user/BMCC7
5?feature=mhum#g/u
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REGALIA
Shirts in various styles and colors with custom-embroidered Minnesota MG Logos are now available for
ordering. Items can be picked up at the next event or shipped directly to the address you specify. A shipping
& handling fee of $5.00 will be added. Add an additional fee of $3.00 if you want your name stitched on
your purchase. To place orders contact Jennie Anderson at jasweets55@gmail.com Phone: 952-854-2505

MG Girl Patches
$14.00 ea

MMGG Patches
$14.00 ea

MG Girl Tank Top
$12.50 ea (MMGG Members)

MMGG Tank Tops
$12.50 ea (MMGG Members)
MMGG Polo Shirts
for men or women
$24.00ea to

MMGG Sweat Shirts
$28.00 each
MMGG Blanket
$20.00 each

MMGG hats
$15.00 ea

MMGG Denim Shirts
Long and Short Sleeve
$35.00 each

Ask Jennie Anderson to see the various styles of Jackets (Summer/Fall and Winter) - Hats (Baseball,
Stocking Caps, Visors) - T-Shirts Short/Long Sleeve, Tank Tops, Denim Shirts Short/Long Sleeve, Polo
Shirts, Dress Shirts, Sweat Shirts Plain/Hooded, Pullover/Zipper.
Jennie Anderson
jasweets55@gmail.com or Phone: 952-854-2505
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