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Visit us on the web at: http://mn-mggroup.org 

Upcoming Events (details within)!! 
 

Saturday, Dec 10 Holiday Party 

Monday, Dec 12 MG Girls Luncheon 

Sunday, Dec 18 MG Girls Book Club 

 

Welcome New Members 

Tom and Katherine Quigley – 1974 MGB  

 

 

Huge Thank you to Bob (Andy) Anderson and Dawn Williams –  

Outgoing President and VP respectively.   

Words can’t express their ongoing dedication to the MN MG Group. 

 

 
 

 

    GAZETTE 
                                                       http://mn-mggroup.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mn-mggroup.org/
http://mn-mggroup.org/
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Minnesota MG Group Officers 

Executive Board 
Name & Title Phone Number E-mail Address  

 

President – Gene Cooper 612-310-1167 mgbcraz@gmail.com 
Vice President – Diane Rindt 715-379-6001 drindt4271@yahoo.com 

Past President - Bob (Andy) Anderson 651-439-6876 robtwander1@juno.com 

Treasurer – Steve Greenway  715-418-9481 1974GreenMGB@gmail.com 

Secretary – Elena Biessener 651-337-0681 elen2b0916@comcast.net  

Newsletter Editor – Sue Greenway 612-723-0354 smgreenway1@gmail.com 

Regalia Coordinator - Jennie Anderson 952-854-2505 jasweets55@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Jim Gevay 763-780-8140 jgevay@msn.com 

 

Minnesota MG Group Coordinators & Representatives 

Name & Title Phone Number E-mail Address 

 

New Member Coordinator- Jon Bergquist 952-758-6070 jonbergquist1116@gmail.com 

InterMarque Rep. - James Pennoyer 763-536-5472 mgadriven@yahoo.com 

Tech Session Coordinator  OPEN 

Minnesota MG Girls - Elena Biessener 651-337-0681 elen2b0916@comcast.net  
 

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 and is dedicated to the preservation, restoration, maintenance 

and enjoyment of the MG cars.  MG car ownership is not necessary to be a member of the Minnesota MG Group. 

Correspondence can be addressed to: Minnesota MG Group - 1316 Martha St N Stillwater MN 55082. 

 

 
 

 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

The annual meeting of the Minnesota MG Group was called to order at 11:10 on November 4, 2016 

at the Shamrock Bar and Grill in St Paul Minnesota. Robert Anderson, President, presided over the 

meeting. All board members were present except for Elena Biessener who was recovering from 

surgery. 

 

After discussion regarding two amendments to the MG Constitution and bylaws it was approved to: 

(1) remove section 6 under article 3 which referred to tools and equipment owned by the club. As 

they have previously been sold or disposed of this no longer applies. (2) Add section 4 under article 

6 to establish the policy that the club will not pay for or reimburse club members for alcohol. 

Motions were both approved. 

 

mailto:mgbcraz@gmail.com
mailto:drindt4271@yahoo.com
mailto:1974GreenMGB@gmail.com
http://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=green&bn=54_3292&s=0&pc=1&bucketId=0&stab=1385234383615/yab-fe/mu/
mailto:smgreenway1@gmail.com
mailto:jasweets55@gmail.com
mailto:jgevay@msn.com
mailto:mgadriven@yahoo.com
http://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=green&bn=54_3292&s=0&pc=1&bucketId=0&stab=1385234383615/yab-fe/mu/
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Steve Greenway presented the treasurer's report and also issued the club roster to club members in 

attendance. Dawn Williams requested that the MG girls be allowed to have a $500 budget so they 

can use it for flowers or remembrances as determined by the MG girls. Request for funds from that 

budget will be submitted to Diane Rindt. She will make a request to the treasurer for issuance of 

funds. After discussion, the motion was approved. 

 

The new slate of officers was presented. Only two of the current officers terms have ended, Robert 

Anderson as president and Dawn Williams as vice-president. All other officers are either in first or 

second terms and have agreed to remain in their respective positions. Gene Cooper and Diane Rindt 

have agreed to the position of President and Vice President respectfully. The vote was unanimous. 

Gene Cooper said he was looking forward to working with the club in the coming year. Thanks were 

given to both Bob Anderson and Dawn Williams for their service to the MG Club. 

 

A calendar of events for the 2017 driving season was distributed. Several club members added 

additional events and an updated calendar will appear in The Gazette. 

 

Mention was made that the last event of the 2016 year is our Holiday party on December 10th at the 

Lost Spur, more information is in the Gazette and members were encouraged to send their 

registration to the organizers. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1 p.m. 

 

Dawn Williams, acting secretary 

 

INTRODUCING THE 2017 MMGG 

EXECUTIVE BOARD AND 

COORDINATORS 

 

 

Row 1: Gene Cooper, President; Diane 

Rindt, Vice President; Bob (Andy) 

Anderson, Immediate Past President;  

 

 

 

 

Row 2: Elena Biessener, Secretary and MG 

Girls Coordinator; Steve Greenway, 

Treasurer; Sue Greenway, Newsletter 

Editor;  

 

 

 

 

Row 3: Jennie Anderson, Regalia; Jon 

Bergquist, New Members Coordinator; Jim 

Pennoyer, InterMarque Rep.; Missing: Jim 

Gevay, Webmaster 
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Thoughts from the Boss! 
Greeting and 

Salutations from 

the new President 

elect. Now before 

you go marching 

out in the street 

and all, no not 

that guy. It’s your 

new local 

Minnesota MG Club President, Gene Cooper. 

For those of you who may not know me I have 

been involved with MG since 1978 in 

Chicago. My first MG, a Teal Blue 1970 

MGBGT. A wonderful car that had a unique 

unconventional behavior of losing the ignition 

circuit whilst making a hard left turn. Only 

unconventional to me though as I had never 

owned a British car. Before finding the broken 

wire at the starter junction point, I developed 

a keen sense of carrying sufficient speed to 

complete a turn allowing the engine to roar 

back to life once straight. Good times indeed 

to hurry away from approaching doom by 

some lumbering American lead sled.  

 

My first encounter with an MG club was while 

attending the Chicago Auto Show. I met 

several Chicagoland Club members who were 

volunteering in the British Leyland/Jaguar 

area. I was amazed. Here were others like me, 

owners of various models of MG driving their 

cars and sharing knowledge to keep the fine 

Lucas electrons flowing.   

 

I’ve driven coast to coast with my MG’s 

meeting so many folks. Good people in the 

MG family far and wide.  

 

So now our volunteer club needed a new 

leader to continue what has been started here. 

So much planning in the past has gone into 

keeping our club viable. We need to keep 

driving our cars as often as possible. I am a 

more technical guy and always have felt my 

MG would take me wherever I pointed it. We 

should share any knowledge fellow members 

need to make them feel good about driving 

their cars. 

 

My hope in the coming year is to continue to 

have as many driving events as we can. That 

means folks to put on events and even more 

important, club members to attend these 

events. Speaking of events make sure to circle 

the date for our Holiday party December 10. 

Look for further details in the Gazette.  

 

At the annual business meeting we penned the 

draft calendar for 2017 including many of our 

favorite driving events filled in but club 

officers need feedback. Tell me what you like 

about some of these or what can do to make 

them better. 

 

New things I would like to try is a phone tree 

to get the word out and remind people the 

night before a drive. Older members may 

always remember but that call to a new 

member can really fuel the enthusiasm.    

 

Safety Fast always remembering things that 

make the car stop from speed are important. 

Keep your brakes in good repair. Carry club 

cards to help spread the word and keep a 

membership list in the glove box just in case! 

 

Cheers, 

Gene 

 

VP’s Corner 

Well it looks like I’ve 

lucked out and have 

been elected to serve 

this fine club as Vice 

President.  I’d like to 

thank everyone who 

cast a vote - this 

should be fun!  Unfortunately I wasn’t able to 

attend the annual business meeting do to a 

prior engagement but it looks like we are 

going to have a fantastic driving season in 

2017.   

 

Before we finish out 2016 we have one last 

event, our annual MMGG Holiday Party.  I 

sure hope all of you have sent in your 

registration before the deadline so we have 

good attendance.  I know it’s going to be a 

marvelous time.  I’d like to thank Cindy and 
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Randy Byboth and Diane and Dave Braun for 

hosting it.   

 

The next organized gathering will be in 

February at John and Joan Petroff’s home for 

The Bonnet and Boot Pub party. I must say 

you don’t want to miss out on this event, even 

if we can’t drive our cars because of the winter 

weather we most certainly should get together 

to eat, drink and be merry.  Be sure to check 

out the details in this or the upcoming 

newsletter.    

 

Steve and I have already started making plans 

for 2017 by making reservations, marking our 

personal calendar and volunteering to do a 

couple drives.  As the year unfolds there will 

be opportunities for other MMGG members to 

help out or get involved so please contact me 

with questions, comments or dates so we keep 

our club calendar full of fun car related 

activities. Call me at 715-379-6001 or email 

me at drindt4271@yahoo.com. 

 

I must confess the hardest part for me being 

the vice president will be writing an article 

each month for the newsletter.  I may find it 

difficult to come up with things to write from 

time to time, especially during the winter 

months.  So I’ve come up with an idea to put 

together a tech. tip regarding our Little British 

Sports Cars. Please keep in mind I’m not a 

mechanic and my tech. tips will probably be 

short, somewhat simple but hopefully helpful 

to some MMGG members.  The first tech. tip 

I’ve selected is How to fold your Convertible 

Top (Hood) Over the years I’ve met other MG 

owners that don’t know how to properly fold 

their top (hood).   

I have a 1971 MGB and this is how I fold it to 

do as little damage to the plastic windows as 

possible. 

    

How to Fold 1970 through 1980 MGB Soft 

Top (Hood)  

1) Always ensure the rear window is 

zipped closed and do not fold the 

hood when it is wet or damp. 

2) Unclip the sun visors and move 

them towards the doors. 

3) Release the windscreen frame 

toggle catches.  

4) Release all the fasteners inside the 

cockpit, two on the windscreen 

rails, two on the cant rails and two 

on the hood mounting brackets. 

5) Release the four fasteners from 

each rear quarter panel and pull the 

hood slightly forward to disengage 

the hook from the socket on the 

body side panel. 

6) Raise the hood header rail until it’s 

approximately half way over the 

doors. 

7) Fold the quarter panels (windows) 

on top of the back window. 

 

 
Fold Quarter Panels 

 

8) Disengage the hood rear rail from 

the anchor plates on the tonneau 

panel and fold the hood down in 

place. 

 
Disengage Hood Rear 

 

9)  Fold the two windscreen frame 

toggle catches down to prevent 

them from damaging the quarter 

windows. 

mailto:drindt4271@yahoo.com
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Toggle Catches 

  
Sock 

Note: I like to put an old pair of socks over the 

two Toggle Catches.  

 

10)  Wrap the hood over the toggle 

catches towards the inside of the 

car and secure it in place with the 

two retaining straps.  

 
Wrap 

  
Strap 

 

11) Assemble half tonneau bow and 

insert bow in the socket on the 

body side panel. 

 

Tonneau Bow 1 

 
Tonneau Bow 3 

 
Tonneau Bow 4 

 

12)   Attach half tonneau over hood 

and secure all fasteners in place. 

 

Note: On my 71 MGB one also secures the 

safety belts in place on the rear panel mounts. 

Half Tonneau 

 

Note: If your soft top does not have the 

retaining flap attached to the rear frame rail 

you will not be able to fold the top correctly.  

The flap is found on the inside, right above the 

rear window.  Wrap the two pieces of fabric 

around the frame rail to form a loose tube. 

Apply contact cement to each piece of fabric, 

allow cement to set and then form the tube 

around the frame rail.  Do not glue the fabric 

to the rail the fabric needs to slide/move on 

the rail.   

If you have questions or comments send me 

an email at: drindt427@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

mailto:drindt427@yahoo.com
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Upcoming Events! 
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The MG Girls’ Corner 

 

The next MG Girls lunch will be at one o’clock Monday, 

December 12th at a Lake Elmo Inn.  3442 Lake Elmo Av. N., 

Lake Elmo, MN.  

 

Please RSVP to Elena at elen2b0916@comcast.net if you plan 

to attend.  

 

 

The next MG Girls Book Club will be at one o’clock Sunday, 

December 18th at Sharon Kelsey’s home.  15942 Harmony 

Way Court, Apple Valley, MN 55124.   

 

As always, this is a pot luck so please bring a dish to share.   

 

Please RSVP to Sharon at sgmayle51@gmail.com 

 

 

Recurring Events                                                                                                                                                                                  
Multi-Marque Breakfast EVERY* SATURDAY MORNING! 8:00 a.m., Elsie's Restaurant Bar and 

Bowling, 729 Marshall Street N.E., Minneapolis, MN 55413. Everyone is invited! Special room for the 

auto-afflicted. Attendance on recent Saturdays has been twenty to thirty or more. Women are invited 

every Saturday but the second Saturday of every month is Lady's Day. All marques and nationalities 

invited. Map to the Elsie's at http://elsies.com 

East Ender’s Saturday Morning Breakfast A group of vintage foreign motoring enthusiasts have 

started a semi-monthly East Ender’s Breakfast Group for those that want Breakfast a little later and not 

drive to Minneapolis. Join the East Ender’s on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays each month, 9:00 a.m. at: 

LUMBERYARD PUB, 1321 St. Croix Trail, Afton, MN. North of County Road 18 and St. Croix 

Trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:elen2b0916@comcast.net
http://elsies.com/
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MN MG Group 2017 Calendar of Events   
DATE  EVENT LOCATION and HOSTS  

February 18 Boots & Bonnets Joan & John Petroff 

April 1-2 John Twist Tech Session  Quality Coaches 

April 8 Spring Kick-off Brunch Diane Rindt – Jennie Anderson 

April  TBD Midwest Motorsports - Sauk Rapids Dan Iburg 

April or May Tech Session – Getting ready for Spring  

May 6 Drive Your MGA or Any MG Day  

May 13 InterMarque Kick-off Osseo 

May 27 Spring Chicken Run Diane & Steve Rindt 

May 28 InterMarque Picnic Cherokee Park 

June 1-4 Rendezvous Sugar Lake Lodge – Grand 

Rapids, MN 

June 10 June & Tom M's 50th Anniversary @ Moerke's – Hudson, WI 

June 16-18 Women’s Retreat Up-North (WI) – Sue Greenway 

June 25 InterMarque Picnic Cherokee Park 

June Tech Session  

July 1 Blast From the Past Chetek, WI 

July 8 Tech in the Sticks (and women who shop) Sue and Steve Greenway, 

Cumberland, WI 

July  Garden Party   

July 30 InterMarque Picnic MMGG Hosting 

August 5 Dawn's Birthday Party/Picnic @ Dawn's - Mpls 

August 12 Brit Fest Barb & Tom Belongia, Hudson 

August 19 Royal British Car Show Jaguar Deal 

August 27 InterMarque Picnic Cherokee Park 

September 9 Wheels & Wings Osceola, WI 

September 16 Fall Tour Bob Anderson 

September 22-24 Waumandee Hill Climb Waumandee, WI MN Austin 

Healey 

September 24 InterMarque Picnic Cherokee Park 

October 14 Fall Colour Tour Diane & Steve Rindt 

October Tech Session – Getting ready for Winter  

November 4 Annual Business Meeting Gene Cooper 

December Holiday Party  
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Celebrating 35 Years of the 

MG Vintage Racers Newsletter 

1981- 2016 

 
The MG Vintage Racers Newsletter is celebrating its 35th anniversary this December 2016.  It 

has been around longer than many vintage racing organizations!  It was founded in December 1981 

by MGTD racer Greg Prehodka, with 40 MG vintage racers, as a way for them to stay in touch with 

each other and to share information.  Today its ranks include over 250 MG racers in North 

America.  It is a grassroots newsletter, sans advertising, just for MG racers.  It was awarded Moss 

Motors “Journalism Award” in 1995.  In July of this year, MGVR celebrated its 35th anniversary at 

the Waterford Hills Historic Races in Michigan, where MGVR also celebrated its 20th anniversary 

“Focus Event”.  Besides keeping the MG racers in touch with each other, it also helps to promote 

"All MG races" with various racing organizations and events.  MGVR supports such regular 

MG races as the Collier Cup at Watkins Glen with SVRA, and the Simms Cup at Mosport with 

VARAC.  Since 1996 they have selected one vintage racing event every year as their "Focus 

Event".  For it they encourage all MG racers to attend, while working with the race organization to 

include all MG races that weekend.  At their Focus Events they have their own special MG awards 

and socials, including their “MG Spirit Award” and the “Bill Parish Memorial Award”.  With their 

support, record breaking MG fields have shown up at many racing events over the years, including 

the record breaking 143 MGs at Watkins Glen in 2004 for SVRA’s 50th anniversary celebration of 

the "Collier Brothers Memorial Trophy" race.  In 2006 they worked with the Hallett, Oklahoma race 

track to have an "All MG" race weekend, to celebrate their 25th anniversary.  Following Greg 

Prehodka as its editor, was Mark Palmer in 1995 and then Chris Meyers in 2006 - its current editor.  

    MGVR is a non-profit newsletter, staffed by dedicated volunteers.  For more information on them, 

go to their web site at:  MGVR.org.  For 2017 their "Focus Event" will be the VRG Historic Races 

at the New Jersey Motorsports Park in Millville, NJ in September.  
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The Night Before Christmas 
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MMGG Technical Advisors 

 
Online Resource: 

MG Experience (http://www.mgexp.com) 
 

THINGS FOR SALE, SERVICES AND WANTED 
Minnesota MG Group member ads will run free for three months, unless you tell the editor to drop them earlier or run 

them longer. The month/year the ad was placed will be listed. 

 

Cost for commercial ads is as follows: 

 Business Card—$10.00/issue 

 1/4 page—$20.00/issue 

 1/2 page-$30.00/issue 

 Full page-N/A. 

All commercial ads must run a minimum of 6 months and must be paid in advance. Send money to Sue Greenway 712 

26 ¼ Ave, Cumberland, WI 54829. Make checks payable to the MMGG.  Send ad to smgreenway1@gmail.com.  If you 

are a member, please indicate this when placing the ad or notice.  Please also provide your full name so information can 

be verified. MMGG will not sell your information or share it with third parties for marketing or other purposes. 

 

 

http://www.mgexp.com/
mailto:smgreenway1@gmail.com.
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SU Carburetor Rebuilds 

 

SU Carburetors work best when in tip 

top condition.  We will rebuild your 

carburetors paying special attention 

to throttle shafts 

butterflies, floats, dampers and jet 

assemblies. Speedy turn-around, 

responsive communication, 

guaranteed work. 

H, HS and HIF carburetor services 

are offered. 

For a quote please email 

dave@dbraun99.com or visit 

www.dbraun99.com 

 

http://www.dbraun99.com/
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REGALIA 
Shirts in various styles and colors with custom-embroidered Minnesota MG Logos are now available for 

ordering.   Items can be picked up at the next event or shipped directly to the address you specify. A shipping 

& handling fee of $5.00 will be added.  Add an additional fee of $3.00 if you want your name stitched on 
your purchase. To place orders contact Jennie Anderson at jasweets55@gmail.com    Phone: 952-854-2505 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MG Girl Tank Top 

$12.50 ea (MMGG Members) 

 

MG Girl Patches 

$14.00 ea  

 

MMGG Patches 

$14.00 ea  

 

MMGG Tank Tops 

$12.50 ea (MMGG Members) 

MMGG Polo Shirts 

for men or women 

$24.00ea  to 

MMGG hats 

$15.00 ea 

MMGG Sweat Shirts  

$28.00 each 

 MMGG Blanket 

$20.00 each 

MMGG Denim Shirts 

Long and Short Sleeve 

$35.00 each 

Ask Jennie Anderson to see the various styles of Jackets (Summer/Fall and Winter) - Hats (Baseball, 

Stocking Caps, Visors) -  T-Shirts Short/Long Sleeve, Tank Tops, Denim Shirts Short/Long Sleeve, Polo 

Shirts, Dress Shirts, Sweat Shirts Plain/Hooded, Pullover/Zipper.  Jennie Anderson 

jasweets55@gmail.com  or  Phone: 952-854-2505 

mailto:jasweets55@gmail.com
mailto:jasweets55@gmail.com
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