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GAZETTE
http://mn-mggroup.org/

Date
Monday, Jan 8
Saturday, Jan 13
Sunday, Jan 28
Thursday, Feb 8
Saturday, Feb 17
April 7, 2018

Upcoming Events
Event
Sponsor and Location
MG Girls Lunch Bunch
Holiday Party
MG Girls Book Club
Club Meeting
Boot and Bonnet Pub Party
MG Kick-Off Brunch

Caffe Biaggio
The Lost Spur - Diane Rindt – Jennie Anderson
Diane Braun
Dick’s Bar and Grill - Hudson
John and Joan Petroff
Becky C, Cindy B & Sue G-details forthcoming

Welcome new members!
Mike and Julie McKuras – 1980 MGB - Black

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Make the most of 2018!
Time is free but it is priceless~
You can’t own it but you can use it~
You can’t keep it but you can spend
it~
Once you’ve lost it you can never
get it back.
Author Unknown
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Minnesota MG Group Officers and
Executive Board & Coordinators

President

Diane Rindt
715-379-6001
drindt4271@yahoo.com

Past President

Bob (Andy) Anderson
651-439-6876
robtwander1@juno.com

Treasurer

Paul Lyon
651-246-8017
Plyon1962@gmail.com

Secretary

Elena Biessener
651-337-0681
elen2b0916@comcast.net

Newsletter

Sue Greenway
612-723-0354
Smgreenway1@gmail.com

Regalia

Jennie Anderson
952-854-2505
jasweets55@gmail.com

Webmaster

Jim Gevay
763-780-8140
jgevay@msn.com

Recurring Events
Multi-Marque Breakfast – Every Saturday @ 8 AM.
Elsie’s Restaurant Bar and Bowling. 729 Marshall
Street N.E., Mpls, MN 55413. Everyone invited! Map
to the Elsie's at http://elsies.com
East Ender’s Saturday Morning Breakfast
A group of vintage foreign motoring enthusiasts have
started a semi-monthly East Ender’s Breakfast Group
for those that want Breakfast a little later and not drive
to Minneapolis. Join the East Ender’s on the 1st and
3rd Saturdays each month, 9:00 a.m. at:
LUMBERYARD PUB, 1321 St. Croix Trail, Afton,
MN. North of County Road 18 and St. Croix Trail

The MG Girls’ Corner

The next luncheon will be at Caffe Biaggio on
Monday, January 8 at 1PM. 2356 University Avenue
West in St. Paul (intersection of University and
Randolph. RSVP to Elena at elen2b0916@comcast.net
by Sunday January 7th if you plan to attend.

Minnesota MG Group Coordinators &
Representatives

Book Club will be held at Diane
Braun’s home on Sunday, Jan 28th at 1
PM. Discussing Dancing on Broken
Glass by Ka Hancock. Please come
whether or not you have read the book
as it is more social than serious. Dish to
share for Potluck! Address: 3113 Cass
Trail, Webster, MN RSVP to Diane at
DianeBraun70@yahoo.com.

New Members Jon Bergquist
952-758-6070

jonbergquist1116@gmail.com
InterMarque

ISSUE 1

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 and is
dedicated to the preservation, restoration, maintenance and
enjoyment of the MG cars. MG car ownership is not necessary
to be a member of the Minnesota MG Group. Correspondence
can be addressed to: Minnesota MG Group – 15625 Woodland
Circle NW, Prior Lake, MN 55372.

Gene Cooper
612-310-1167
mgbcraz@gmail.com

Vice President
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James Pennoyer
763-536-5472
mgadriven@yahoo.com

Mm MG Girls Elena Biessener
651-337-0681
elen2b0916@comcast.net
Tech Session Coordinator OPEN
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Thoughts from the Boss!
Welcome to 2018, I
hope
you
all
survived
the
Christmas,
New
Year
and/or
Holidays
you
celebrate.
So you think all
that’s left is credit
card bills, but wait. That just ain’t true! Get out
those checkbooks and renew your local and
national memberships now. Remember to
renew both your MMGG membership and
Join/Renew your National club membership to
receive the discounts available to you on your
dues. As discussed at the Business Meeting last
November and briefly outlined at the Holiday
Party, everyone should know how important
our national clubs are in also supporting local
clubs. Renew your memberships today! See the
join us link: https://mn-mggroup.org/join-us to
include your national club membership
number.

The past year made for some interesting drives
and events with 2018 looking to be more of the
same. Do you have CRS? Can’t remember the
dates once you stop reading the Gazette? We
have a solution. Make sure you look for details
on the club web page and as the
destinations/events start showing up on the
calendar. Having a live site also will let
everyone know of any changes to an event or
who to contact with questions.

The Holiday Party at the Lost Spur this January
will bring good cheer and friends together to
celebrate the last year of club events and toast
to a good 2018. The food will be good as usual
and so was the mingling of members. Stories
will be exchanged about great Father Christmas
surprises they received for the coming driving
season that made Drivers, Navigators and even
a British car or 2 squeal in joy. Maybe even
some stories will be told about surprises
brought by Lucas, the Prince of Darkness. To
that I say “non-running fuel pump-be gone!”
Well maybe not those exact words were said
but this is a family newsletter. Our thanks go to
Diane & Steve Rindt and Jen & Alan Anderson
for hosting the event. They always do a great
job with all the details and decorations. Take
picture and send them to Sue Greenway for a
future Gazette and you can also post them
yourself right onto our facebook page!

Right around the calendar from all the good
cheer of the Holiday party we move on to our
Pub Party at the Petroff’s, February 17th.
Please RSVP and join John and Joan Petroff.
Or if you have any questions email Joan and
John: jjpetroff@comcast.net

Speaking of the club events I hope you all have
had a chance to follow the progress on our web
site. Send your browser over to https://mnmggroup.org/ to see the updates. If you are a
Facebook user you can also follow us looking
for; Minnesota MG Group in the search box.
This is your club and input is always needed. If
you have questions or comments to share about
your club please attend out club meeting at
Dick’s Bar and Grill – Hudson February 8th
from 6pm to 8pm. All are welcome.

And we are only in February! We all know how
fast the summer goes in Minnesota. The best
way to not miss events is to put them on your
calendar now and most importantly RSVP with
the organizers. Not only does this keep you
from forgetting it really helps in the planning
of these events. If you ever have hosted or
helped you know how much a head count helps.
The 2018 Spring Kick-off Brunch event for the
club will be hosted by Becky Cooper, Sue
Greenway, and Cindy Byboth. The date is set
for April 7th with everything else in the
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since outside it’s without a doubt, winter.

planning stages. More information on this in
the months ahead.

Now, I figure 99.9% of us are NOT out and
about driving in our MG, and there are several
members of the club that are retired and go
south for the winter. I’ve often wondered if any
of these folks ever take their MG with them, or
do they just leave their car in this winter
wonderland? I’m guessing most abandon their
MG and head to the sunshine states by any
means possible. OK, not really abandon their
MG but I’m wondering who takes care of their
car/s when they are gone? One would think it’s
OK to just park it and forget about it but that’s
really not a good idea. Whether you go south
for the winter or stay here during the winter
months, your MG still needs some attention.
It’s always a good idea to park your car where
you can still move it around. I don’t mean start
it, I mean give it a gentle push back and forth
changing the location where it sits. This will
prevent you from getting flat spots on your tires
and prevent the brake pads from rusting to the
rotors. Now, if you’re one of those folks who
likes to suspend your car on jack stands, of
course rolling your car back and forth is “Out
of the Question!” If you do store your car on
jack stands, I hope you placed the stands under
the outer portion of the front A Arms and under
the leaf springs where the U bolts surround the
axle and spring. This will keep the suspension
from dropping away from the body and
straining the shocks and the rebound
rubbers/straps.

So you have added these events. Good for you
but that’s not all. Now that you are in the RSVP
groove you have more to do: If you are thinking
about going RSVP today!
Rally in the Valley 2018 May 24-27 needs you
to register now.
https://justbritish.com/event/rally-valley2018/
Rendezvous Thunder Bay June 7th-10th also
requests
that
you
sign
up
now.
http://www.tbvscc.ca/rendezvous-2018.html
Continuing we see June is just full of events!
On line registration is now live for MG 2018.
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. June 17-22nd.
Go to https://mg2018.namgbr.org/ to register.
Then the GoF Central XXXIX in Delavan WI
will highlight the roots of MG. June 27-30th
http://www.gofcentral.com/next-gof.html for
more information.
On the business side of things for 2018 there
are minimal changes in Officers of the club. We
do have a new treasurer, Paul Lyon, to keep our
monies in order. Our Secretary, Elena
Biessener agreed, by executive decree, to
continue her duties for one more year. To keep
our club fun and moving along we will be
needing members to step forward next
November to help the club by being an officer.
Members interested in hosting a tech session or
drive can simply contact any club officer.

It’s also highly recommended you exercise
those pedals. The brake and clutch pedal
should be exercised at least once or twice a
month. This will keep the cylinders from
freezing up or losing their seal. It’s a good idea
to exercise the hand brake too; this can prevent
the cable or linkages from freezing in position.
But be sure to store your MG with the
handbrake OFF!

2018 looks to be a good year ahead. Keep your
eyes on the calendar of events, our website and
the newsletter for details as they come up.
Happy New Year!
Gene
VP’s Corner
Happy
New
Year
everyone! I hope this finds
you snug as a bug in a rug.
In other words, nice and
warm inside your home

One last thing. I hope you can store your car in
a nice clean, dry and rodent-free environment.
If you put your car away with the top down and
with leftover scraps of food, wrappers, pop
cans, etc. you must drop this newsletter (once
-4-
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you’ve finish reading my column) and get
those items out of the car and put that top up!
It sounds crazy but I know folks who have
parked their car in that condition when putting
it in storage. Case in point: several years ago,
when I was helping in the shop, we had a
customer’s car brought in right from its winter
storage for a tune-up. The owner left food
wrappers and even some clothes in the car
(great items for mice to make a home in). The
worst part was in the boot (trunk), they left a
can of pop which froze and exploded all over
the place. What a STICKY mess!
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Now, don’t forget the January Holiday Party on
the 13th at the Lost Spur.
I hope you’ve
registered if you can go. If you haven’t, the
absolute deadline is January 3rd! We’ve been
working on this event for months and are
looking forward to seeing all of you there!
See you soon…
Diane

Whether you stay here for the winter or travel
south, be sure to check on your car while it’s in
storage. And if you can’t check on it yourself,
have someone do the checking for you. You’ll
be glad you did because when spring arrives
you won’t want any surprises. You’ll just want
to get in the car and hit the road! I know it’s
January, but spring will be here before you
know it.
Well now that the holidays are behind us, Steve
and I look forward to snow. Yes, I said snow!
About six years ago Steve made up his mind he
wanted to have something “fun” to do during
the winter months. He remembered years past
when he and his brothers had good times
snowmobiling, so Steve found us some used
sleds. Now when winter is upon us we do the
next best thing to driving an MG, we go
snowmobiling! We have access to some great
trails right out our back door, so I say…. If it’s
going to be winter, “Let It Snow!!” Hopefully
we will get out riding and I’ll have some stories
to share with you in the upcoming months.
I’m steadily working on Rally in the Valley.
You may have even received an email from me
if you attended Rally in the past; I wanted to
personally invite all of you to return in 2018.
Look on the MMGG website for the
registration form. If you have any questions,
please feel free to email me at
drindt4271@yahoo.com or give me a call (715)
379-6001 anytime.
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Member’s Corner – Featuring
Okie and Carol Allen!
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We have enjoyed our little MG since day one,
but did not take long to figure out the issues of
not having a back seat and having a son to cart
around. One October a was using it for work
and got caught in a freak 4-inch snow storm
near Centuria. The original Parelli tiers may
have been good in the rain, but definitely were
more like ice skates and the snow was sneaking
over the hood. I managed to beat the salt trucks
home and to date our little Lime Flower B has
not seen highway salt.
About a year ago we ran into Steve and Diane
who told us about the MG club which really
sounded like fun. We managed to make the
Spring Chicken Rally and also the Fall Colour
ride. It’s sometimes difficult to be on tie or to
make all the events due to work and health
issues. To date we have enjoyed meeting other
members, seeing their cars and being part of the
group. We are looking forward to spending
more time with our MG family in the years to
come.
Thanks for the opportunity to share.

Everything you would like to know about our
1973 MGB and perhaps a little more.
History: 1970 I purchased a 1970 Chevelle SS
396 convertible, white with black racing
stripes. I really loved that car. It was fun but
required occasional maintenance due to factory
defects (5 short blocks). Paint kept falling off
the driver’s door due to oil residue left in the
recycled metal and other time-consuming
maintenance issues. I did not mind but later I
met and married Carol…she did!
So in the fall of 1973 we took a trip to
Minneapolis looking for an economy car. After
looking for the better part of the day we stopped
at Hansord Pontiac, also known as the sports
car place. We looked at Jaguars, Land Rovers,
Triumphs, Jensen Heli’s and MG’s; basically,
the entire British Leland product line. We
drove a nice MGBGT with overdrive but
decided we would like a convertible. Carol
spotted this Lime Flower MGB and fell in love
with it. Just like that my Chevelle was gone and
now we owned a new 73 MGB. I decided it was
better to stay married than keep my Chevelle.

Okie and Carol Allen
Eau Claire, WI
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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2017 Calendar of Events
DATE

EVENT/LOCATION

HOSTS

Saturday, Jan 13

Holiday Party the Lost Spur

Diane Rindt and Jen Anderson

Thursday, Feb 8

MMGG Club Meeting – Dick’s Bar – 6 PM

MMGG Officers

Saturday, Feb17

Boot and Bonnet Potluck - 6:30 PM

John and Joan Petroff

Saturday, April 7

Spring Kickoff – Details TBD

Cindy B., Becky C., Sue G.

Saturday, April 21

Tech Session – Electronic Meters Details TBD

Gene Cooper

Saturday, May 5

Drive Your MG(A) Day

TBD

Thursday, May 10

MMGG Club Meeting – Dick’s Bar – 6 PM

MMGG Officers

Saturday, May 12

Intermarque Kickoff – Osseo

Intermarque

Saturday, May 19

Three Garage Tour (Tour 1)– Details TBD

Randy B., Gene C., Jeff S.

May 24 – 27

Rally in the Valley – Eau Claire

Diane and Steve Rindt

Saturday, June 2

Sue and Steve’s Retirement Party - Cumberland The Greenways

June 7 – 10

Rendezvous Thunder Bay

Thunder Bay MG Club

June 13-15

NAMGAR (GT43)

Richmond, VA

June 17 – 22

NAMGBR

Gettysburg, PA

Sunday June 24

Intermarque Picnic Cherokee Park – 1 PM

June 28 – July 1

GOF Central XXXIX – Delavan, WI

Saturday, July 7

Chetek Car Show = Details TBD

Saturday, July 21

Pool Party, Falcon Heights

Ruth Marsden, Bob Anderson

Sunday, July 29

Intermarque Picnic Cherokee Park – 1 PM

MMGG

Saturday, Aug 4

Cars and Coffee, Canterbury Park – 8 AM

Gene Cooper

Thursday, Aug 9

MMGG Club Meeting – Dick’s Bar – 6 PM

MMGG Officers

Saturday, Aug 11

BritFest – Hudson – 9 AM

MMGG

Saturday, Aug 18

Royal British Car Show

Jaguar Club

Saturday, Aug 25

Poker Run – Details TBD

Dawn Williams

Sunday, Aug 26

Intermarque Picnic Cherokee Park – 1 PM

Saturday, Sept 8

Three Garage Tour (Tour 2)– Details TBD

Sept 13 – 16

Southeastern British Car Fest, Dillard, GA

Sept 21 – 23

Waumandee Hill Climb

Sunday, Sept 30

Intermarque Picnic Cherokee Park – 1 PM

Saturday, Oct 13

MMGG Fall Colour Tour, Details TBD

Tim and Randy Byboth, Wendy Sott

Saturday, Nov 3

MMGG Annual Meeting

MMGG Officers

Saturday, Jan 12

MMGG Holiday Party

Elena Biessener and Sharon Kelsey

June 6-9, 2019

Rendezvous – Eau Claire

MMGG Host Club

Randy B., Gene C., Jeff S.
MN Austin Healey Club
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MMGG Technical Advisors

Online Resource:
MG Experience (http://www.mgexp.com)
We all occasionally need some technical help!!
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THINGS FOR SALE, SERVICES AND WANTED
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SU Carburetor Rebuilds
SU Carburetors work best when in tip top condition.
We will rebuild your carburetors paying special
attention to throttle shafts
butterflies, floats, dampers and jet assemblies.
Speedy turn-around, responsive communication,
guaranteed work.
H, HS and HIF carburetor services are offered.
For a quote please email
dave@dbraun99.com or visit
www.dbraun99.com

Minnesota MG Group member ads will run free for three months, unless you tell the editor to drop
them earlier or run them longer. The month/year the ad was placed will be listed.
Placing an ad is as easy as becoming a member. Send membership form and fee to Paul Lyon, 2589
Seans Way, North St. Paul, MN 55109. Make checks payable to the MMGG. Send ad to
smgreenway1@gmail.com. If you are a member, please indicate this when placing the ad or notice.
Please also provide your full name so information can be verified. MMGG will not sell your
information or share it with third parties for marketing or other purposes.
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REGALIA
Shirts in various styles and colors with custom-embroidered Minnesota MG Logos are now available for
ordering. Items can be picked up at the next event or shipped directly to the address you specify. A shipping
& handling fee of $5.00 will be added. Add an additional fee of $3.00 if you want your name stitched on
your purchase. To place orders contact Jennie Anderson at jasweets55@gmail.com Phone: 952-854-2505

MG Girl Patches
$14.00 ea

MMGG Patches
$14.00 ea

MG Girl Tank Top
$12.50 ea (MMGG Members)

MMGG Tank Tops
$12.50 ea (MMGG Members)
MMGG Polo Shirts
for men or women
$24.00ea

MMGG Sweat Shirts
$28.00 each
MMGG Blanket
$20.00 each

MMGG hats
$15.00 ea

MMGG Denim Shirts
Long and Short Sleeve
$35.00 each

Ask Jennie Anderson to see the various styles of Jackets (Summer/Fall and Winter) - Hats (Baseball,
Stocking Caps, Visors) - T-Shirts Short/Long Sleeve, Tank Tops, Denim Shirts Short/Long Sleeve, Polo
Shirts, Dress Shirts, Sweat Shirts Plain/Hooded, Pullover/Zipper.
Jennie Anderson
jasweets55@gmail.com or Phone: 952-854-2505
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Minnesota MG Group Membership Form
The Minnesota MG Group (MMGG) was founded in 1987 and is dedicated to the preservation,
restoration, maintenance and enjoyment of all MG cars. MG ownership is not necessary to be a
member.
Membership Dues and Discounts*
Annual Dues
Membership #
MMGG Club Dues
$35.00
n/a
Prompt Pay (April 30th)
($5.00) discount
n/a
NAMGAR or NAMGBR Membership
($5.00) discount
Total Due to MMGG (dependent on discounts)
Contact Information:
Name:

Spouse:

______

Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Phone 1: __________________________________ Phone 2: ____________________________
Email 1: __________________________________ Email 2: _____________________________
We value your privacy:
Check Box if you DO NOT want your name and Contact information available in the
MMGG Member Roster.
MG Information (Year/Color/Model/Original Owner)
Car 1:
____________________________________________________________________________
Car 2:
____________________________________________________________________________
Make checks Payable to: Minnesota MG Group.
Send form and checks to:
Paul Lyon
2589 Seans Way,
North St. Paul, MN 55109
*It is easy to reduce your MMGG Club membership dues. For each of the following you do, you’ll
receive a $5 discount: Pay before April 30th, join and provide a registration # for NAMGAR or
NAMGBR. (Please email a copy of the membership information to Paul Lyon at
Plyon1962@gmail.com.
Our club receives direct benefit from NAMGAR and NAMGBR in the form of various insurances to
protect our members and volunteers but we do need to ensure a percentage of our member join these
organizations so please consider joining!
North America MGA Register: http://www.namgar.com/
North America MGB Register: https://namgbr.org/
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