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From the President
Greetings MMGG Members,

local drives with social distancing and CDC
guidelines strongly adhered to. Anything to drive
our cars.

Last year at this time we
were enjoying stories
about MG trips to Fields
of dreams and to race
tracks to watch vintage
racing. This year, not so
much. With the pandemic ebb and flow sending
case numbers even higher, the science has proven
facemasks and social distancing is the best tool
we have. Not conducive to a car club full of social
folks!

Speaking of getting out in your car-BYO INTERMARQUE CARS & COFFEE at the park! Breakfast at the 400 Tavern is still on hold. Cars and
Coffee gatherings are continuing at Silverwood
Park in St. Anthony. Gathering starts at 8:00 AM
on Saturdays. Remember to bring your own lawn
chair, food, and beverage of choice. Social distancing is in play. Silverwood is on the corner of
Silver Lake Road & County Road E in St. Anthony. If it's raining it's cancelled. TRY THIS LINK
FOR
PARK
DIRECTIONS
<https://
intermarque.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=b5c6c0b2d8ea2ac8b2ad9f185&id=7671503aa6
&e=8a567e3398>

Just as many other clubs concerned with the
health of their members, we are still in a mostly
shutdown mode. With no indoor meetings for
now, we will most likely have a Zoom business
meeting on August 5th or 6th. When a date and
time is set, look for an email invitation for those
that would like to attend.

So, with not a lot of driving events to talk about,
what have you been doing with your MG? Remember what they said about bleeding your
brakes regularly and changing your antifreeze? I
thought so. We Coopers have had the pleasure of
replacing the head gasket on Chris’s 1979 MGB
after a report of not sounding right.

We have had some club members put together

A quick compression check found #1 & #2 within
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10% of each other as you hope to expect. But sadly #3 & #4 seemed to be more into sharing. 80psi
each. It’s never a good day to find a blown head
gasket. At least we were at home unlike a couple
of MGB GT road warriors I once remember who
replaced their head gasket in the parking lot of an
MG convention. Now those were fun times! After
draining the radiator, and then removing the heater valve, we were greeted with this:

for the flow control. Failure of this diaphragm will
bathe the distributor in antifreeze. And it is not a
matter of if, more of a when! So, new head gasket,
check. Machine shop visit to shave the warped
head, check. New heater valve, check. Reassembly will start soon, so if you see Chris, make sure
to ask him if he is happy with how his car is running now. And if you wonder which antifreeze,
click on over to here: https://www.mgexp.com/
forum/mgb-and-gt-forum.1/antifreeze.3391001/
https://www.mgexp.com/article/modernautomotive-coolants.229 So the moral of this story is to follow good preventative maintenance
practices or carry a spare heater valve. Some solutions for those of you that love to tinker.https://
www.mgexp.com/forum/mgb-and-gt-forum.1/
heater-valve-rebuild-with-a-few-pics.2204658/
https://www.britishcarforum.com/
bobmuenchausen/12272.htmlhttps://
www.mgexp.com/forum/mgb-and-gt-forum.1/
heater-control-valve-life-alternatives.1575936/
#msg-1575936
But not all is lost for the summer. An MG Stuff
Garage Sale is planned and should be the MG
Garage sale of the year from noon to 6p. This
event is hosted by Dick & Val Wallrich, 16450
Kangaroo St. NW Ramsey MN55303. Plan on a
drive to find those bits you never thought you
needed. See the MMGG calendar for more details.
You can see the corrosion but even more concerning is the gunk on the diaphragm that is the seal

And if a drive to Ramsey is not enough how about
a drive South for a Brewery Open House<https://
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www.glewwe-castle.com/sales/openhouse.html>Come meet and greet Steve West and
the Northern Stars<https://www.facebook.com/
SteveWestNorthernStars>Glewwe's Castle, Spring
Lake Township, Minnesota Sunday Afternoon,
1pm-5pm, August 23. There is still some hope of
an InterMarque Kick Off RESCHEDULE Saturday, September 26 Osseo, MN. As news changes
daily concerning state and CDC guidelines, watch
the club calendar.
The Fall Color Tour-BMC OPEN HOUSE: With
the same concerns at this time, there is still a plan
for a fall color drive Saturday, October 17 to the
BMC Open House and Stiff Upper Lip car
show at 444 East Dual Blvd. Isanti, Minn. 55040,
contact us at 651.400.0145. If you want to be the
one to pick the starting place, please let me know
right away.
And lastly the Annual Business Meeting is fast
approaching. November 7th will be upon us, only
about 3 months away. As I've mentioned previously - the club needs people to step forward to fill
our officer positions. We NEED members to step
forward to fill club officer positions. Both Elena
and I are completing our terms. We need a President and Vice President! Remember, this is your
club!
See you on the road 2 meters apart.
Gene

MGB Paint by Ed Schultz
As Gene mentioned in his section, with little or no
driving events now seems to be a good time to do
some work on our LBCs. This is the case with my
74B as I’ve decided to have it painted. The following is Part 1 of my adventures in getting the car
taken apart and ready for paint.
As most of you know I have a CB 1974 MGB
Roadster. I purchased this car while living in
Maine. It was an incentive by my lovely wife to
help spur my cancer recovery and seems to be
working as I am almost 5 years in so far. We got
the heads up about this car from my wife’s brother
(yes, my wife is a Mainiac) who knew about the
car. He had the car in his shop for a while back in
the early 2000s and my wife’s other brother paint-
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Minnesota MG Group Officers
& Executive Board
President Gene Cooper
612-310-1167
mgbcraz@gmail.com
Vice President

Elena Biessener
651-337-0681
Elen2b0916@comcast.net

Past President

Bob (Andy) Anderson
651-439-6876
Robtwander5@gmail.com

Treasurer

Paul Lyon
651-246-8017
Plyon1962@gmail.com

Secretary

Buck Malick
715-386-7010
cmalick2@gmail.com

Newsletter

Ed Schultz
952-381-9596
Eds74MGB@gmail.com

Regalia

Cindy O’Brien-Byboth
952-936-9335

cindyobrien57@comcast.net
Webmaster

Chris Cooper

Minnesota MG Group Coordinators and
Representatives
New Members

Jon Bergquist
952-758-6070
Jonbergquist1116@gmail.com

InterMarque

Mark Hill
612-730-5086
mdhhill51@gmail.com

MG Girls

Elena Biessener
651-337-0681
Elen2b0916@comcast.net

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 and is
dedicated to the preservation, restoration, maintenance
and enjoyment of the MG cars. MG car ownership is not
necessary to be a member of the Minnesota MG Group.
Correspondence can be addressed to: Minnesota MG
Group – 15625 Woodland Circle, NW, Prior Lake, MN
55372.
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ed the car about 17 years ago while it was there.
Unfortunately, the second brother passed away
a few years after painting the car. After the car
was painted it was sold to a friend and he had a
fair amount of work done on it at a local MG
shop. I am fortunate in that I have all of the receipts from that effort. Anyway, the car sat in a
garage for a long time with only about 2,000
miles put on it from the time the work was done
until I found it in 2015. The woman who owned
it did not drive it and my brother-in-law told
her that I might be interested in buying the car
if she was willing to sell. She said she’d rather
sell it to someone who would enjoy it rather
than having it sit in the garage. We agreed on a
price and after a bit of tinkering we got it on the
road and on its way to its new home in Maine. I
spent a few years with the local club, The MidMaine Sports Car Club. While there are some
beautiful drives here, nothing can beat the
coastal roads of Maine and then stopping for a
lobster roll and an adult malt beverage after a
nice drive.
After we decided to move back to Minnesota, I
contracted a car moving service and had the car
delivered here. I was lucky in that I found the
MMGG even before we moved back. I was able
to enjoy the 2018 and 2019 driving season and
being able to attend Rendezvous 2019 in EauClaire and MG2019 in Michigan. I was looking
forward to the 2020 driving season
but ................well we all know how that’s turning out. It was then that I decided to get the car
painted. The paint, for an almost 20 garage job
has held up pretty well but it was showing its
age. After talking to a few knowledgeable
folks, I went around and got several estimates.
In reality all I was looking for was a decent
paint job that’ll last me for a while. I found a
place (if interested, contact me off line and I
will let you know who they are) and talked to
the owner. I said I would have the car completely stripped down to the just the body, all
chrome, trim, windows, door handles and interior items would be gone when I delivered for
painting. Ah, can we say biting off more that he
chews! If you are on Facebook you can see
some of the progress I have made but I’ll go
into a little more detail here.

I first started by removing the windshield. The
windshield to cowl seal was all dry rotted and
needed replacing. The windshield itself was
also starting to delaminate and driving on a
sunny day made for tough viewing. The windshield came off fairly easy however I know of
the horror stories in getting it back on. We’ll
see what happens when that time rolls around. I
also contacted a fellow MMGG club member
who is an expert at taking the frames apart,
cleaning them up, installing the new glass and
putting them back together. I dropped the frame
off at his place and he called and said that the
frame was apart and cleaned up and ready for
the new glass. I ordered all the parts and delivered them to him. He did an excellent job on
the windshield and it is now fully assembled
back in my garage waiting to be installed. I
tried to talk him into installing the windshield
to cowl seal be he said he wanted me to have
that experience.
I next removed the door cards in order to gain
access to the windows and the cranking mechanism. These need to come out if you plan to
remove the quarter lights and it makes it easy to
remove the riveted trim piece that runs the
length of the door. I then started working on
removing the inside and outside door handles
and the locks. These came off fairly easily but
it looks like Flex Seal’s Phil Swift broke into
my brother-in-law’s garage with several cans of
Flex Seal and covered the interior door mechanism with the stuff. The gunk was all over. I
was able to clean the mechanisms and get them
ready for reinstallation. One item I had to replace was the clips that hold the door locks in
place. With the gunk all over them I had to destroy these clips in order to remove the locks
however Moss Motors sells a replacement clip
that looks like it works much better than the
original design. The rest of the window mechanisms came out with little or no problems but
everything will need to be cleaned prior to going back into the car.
All the lights came off next with the headlights
being the biggest issue so far. The headlights
are held in place by a retainer ring that is
mounted behind the front fender. As you can
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see in the photo both the fender around the headlight area and the ring are heavily rusted out. I had
to drill out the screws that held the headlight bucket in place in order to remove them. The next issue
I had to resolve was finding replacement retainer
rings. Moss Motors USA and Victoria British (and
most other parts distributors) do not list these rings
(CZA81) but a quick Google check showed them
available from Moss Europe. I placed an order and
they arrived in a short time. During my search I
found out that the rings for the MGB are the same
as the ones for a Midget.
The rest of the trim, bumpers and some interior
pieces were also removed. I also decided to replace the vinyl covering on the dash top as it was
in poor shape. I was able to get the old top off in
one piece so that it can be used as a template for
the replacement. This necessitated the removal of
the defogger vents and the VIN plate. I also re-

Ready to Start Taking it Apart

Windshield Removed. You Can
See the Original Colour

moved the 6 bolts that held the dash in place and
pulled it back a bit but did not remove it completely. This will make the installation of the windscreen bolts a little easier as well as the wiper
gearboxes and tubing.
Once everything was removed, Gene came by
with his trailer and we delivered it to the paint/
body shop. As of this writing, the car items that
need repair are now in work and hopefully painting will start shortly. While the car is in the shop
any items that I removed are being cleaned, polished up or replaced.
My hope is that by the time the September newsletter is ready for publishing I will have the car out
of paint and on its way toward going back together
so stay tuned for the next section in September.

Windshield Off

A Little Surprise Once the
Headlights Were Removed

Door Cards, Windows, Quarterlight Windows and Winding
Mechanisms removed.

Already For the Trip to the
Paint Shop.
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MMGG 2020 Calendar of Events
As mentioned in the last Newsletter the Mystic Lake Casino Cars and Coffee was still being planned
however all Cars and Coffee events for 2020 have been cancelled. The subsequent gathering at Gene
Coopers is also cancelled. The second event is an MMGG flea market to be held on August 22nd at
Dick Wallrich’s home and is still on the schedule. See the flyer on page 7.

Hello Everyone,

Kenora 2021 Update

Had the world not been shut down by COVID, right about now we would all be making our last-minute
preparations for the drive to Kenora. Unfortunately, that is not the case and it will be a year until we all
get together again.
In our last communication we had indicated that we would be sending out information about the hotel
situation for June 2021 at about this time. Instead we are going to ask for your patience one more time.
We have been talking with the Clarion Lakeside Inn about their post-fire renovations and when they
expect to re-open for business. They are extremely optimistic about being ready for next June, but it will
be another couple of months before they are ready to give a firm commitment. Based on that the Organizing Committee felt that it would be worth waiting to finalize the hotel arrangements until early August.

In the meantime, rest assured that the Organizing Committee is communicating with the vendors of the
various events and are working hard to deliver an excellent Rendezvous experience in 2021!
Chad Edwards
on behalf of the 2020 Rendezvous Organizing Committee

MG Girls

Dawn has graciously offered her place for our next socially acceptable MG Lunch. The date will be
Wednesday, August 12 at 11:30. Bring your own lunch, beverage, chair and plan on sitting around
Dawn’s patio for some fun conversations with the girls. Dawn’s address is 951 18 1/2 Avenue
NE. Please RSVP to Dawn if you plan to attend. Her email is dawnbrody70@gmail.com.
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NOTE: Dick’s address did not show up on the file he sent but it is: 16450 Kangaroo St. NW Ramsey MN 55303
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For Sale Items

Flash! New Regalia Items
The new limited edition thermal MMGG logo thermal tumblers were introduced at the Holiday
Party have been a big hit. For
those that weren't at the party
the tumblers are engineered
with double wall vacuum insulated construction to provide
long lasting heat and cold retention. The powder coated
finish
has
the
MMGG
logo. You will be the envy of
all. The 12oz. maroon wine
tumbler is $20 / each and the
20 oz. black tumbler is $25 /
each. For an addition $6 you
can have your name added on
the opposite side. If you are
interested please contact Cindy
O’Brien or Paul Lyon .

Cindy O’Brien–Byboth - cindyobrien57@comcast.net
Paul Lyon - plyon1962@gmail.com
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MMGG Technical Advisors

Electrical - Jeff Schlemmer
jeff@advanceddistributors.com
MGA - Brian McCullough
brian@bmcautos.com
MGB - Randy Byboth
W1979MGB@comcast.net
Midgets - Brian McCullough
(651)462-0145
Triple-M - Lew Palmer
(651)436-7401

T-types - Bob Figenskau
(952)935-7909
Tech Coordinators and Bodywork OPEN
Randy Byboth – 612-408-1500
W1979MGB@comcast.net
Steve Nichols – 612-306-1022
seedguys@msn.com
Online Resource:
MG Experiencehttp://www.mgexp.com)

Minnesota MG Group member ads will run free for three months, unless you tell the editor to drop them
earlier or run them longer. Contact the club or non-member advertisement costs.
All commercial ads must run a minimum of 6 months and must be paid in advance. Send money to Ed
Schultz 3750 Majestic Lane Prior Lake, MN 55372. Make checks payable to the MMGG. Send ad to
eds74MGB@gmail.com. If you are a member, please indicate this when placing the ad or notice.
Please also provide your full name so information can be verified.

MG Service Providers
Luke Wahl
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MG Service Providers

SU Carburetor Rebuilds
SU Carburetors work best when in tip top condition. We will rebuild your carburetors paying special attention
to throttle shafts
butterflies, floats, dampers and jet assemblies. Speedy turn-around, responsive communication, guaranteed
work.
H, HS and HIF carburetor services are offered.
For a quote please email

dave@dbraun99.com or visit www.dbraun99.com

MMGG is proud to be affiliated with
NAMGB Register. They provide the
insurance for our events. MMGG
also offers a 5% discount on MMGG
membership dues to all NAMGB
Register members. Sign up today
at :https://namgbr.org/
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FOR SALE ITEMS
1979 MG 1500 Midget
Recently serviced- new water
pump. Clutch fan, motor
mounts, clean body,
Runs well-$4000/obo
Mark (612)306-0044

1974.5 MGB Roadster
74.5 MGB for sale 2nd owner with
O/D good shape . Have spare items
to go with. For more info about this
car call Ken Merrill (952) 475-0539
please leave a message if not answered.

1977 MGB Roadster
107,000 miles
California car, no rust-stored in garage all year
Rebuilt engine at 101,000 miles
New roof installed in 2010, Many new parts in electrical, suspension, brake and fuel systems. Includes
spare parts, tools and maintenance records.
Asking $5000
Jon Bergquist
New Prague, Mn
952-290-0814
Jonbergquist1116@gmail.com

1965 MGB Roadster
For Sale: 1965 pull handle red
MGB Roadster. It has chrome
wires, leather seats, (black with
red piping), older engine overhaul by Quality Coaches: new
convertible top, new radiator.
Asking $10,000. Contact Kevin
Krueger. kmk971@hotmail.com
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REGALIA
Shirts in various styles and colors with custom-embroidered Minnesota MG Logos are now available for ordering.
Items can be picked up at the next event or shipped directly to the address you specify. A shipping & handling fee of
$5.00 will be added. Add an additional fee of $3.00 if you want your name stitched on your purchase. To place orders, contact Cindy O’Brien-Byboth at cindyobrien57@comcast.net Phone: 952-936-9335

MMGG Patches
$14.00 ea

MMGG hats
$15.00 ea

MG Girl Tank Top
$12.50 ea (MMGG Members)

MMGG Polo Shirts
for men or women
$24.00ea to

MMGG Sweat Shirts
$28.00 each

MMGG Denim Shirts
Long and Short Sleeve
$35.00 each
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