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From the President
Welcome to Was (Not
Was) 2020 driving season. And I don’t mean
the 1979 pop group. By
now you all are basking
in the memories of the
Kick off brunch, paying
your dues, picking up
your membership directory and connecting with
old MG friends. What, you couldn’t make
it???? Don’t feel bad, no one did. As reported
last month we had to cancel our kick-off, as has
most other clubs. But the good news is you should
all have received the 2020 membership directory
via the essential workers we call the USPS. Now
about those dues, I hope you all have posted off a
check. Make your checks out to the Minnesota
MG Group and post them to: Paul Lyon 2589
Seans Way, North St Paul, MN 55109.
With the continuous news stream never-ending
about changes in what we know, and even more,

what we are learning about the virus, there is one
theme held by all of science and/or medical backgrounds. We will have a new adjusted normal,
possibly for another 2 years. Ugh! Stay safe, practice social distancing, don’t touch your face, and
wash your hands.
So, what’s a lone LBC car owner to do? Now can
be the time to get your car out and really perform
that next level of detailing. Start with a complete
wash job and keep going with the bonnet open.
Use that soapy rag to wash everywhere you can
reach. Remove some things, one at a time of
course, to really clean up. Your biggest benefit
will be future maintenance by you or your chosen
mechanic provider. It will be so much easier to
perform. And you can hope easier = less time=less
cost! Washing not in your future? Maybe you
want to tackle that upgrade or modification. Visit
sites like the University Motors home page by
MG Guru John Twist and subscribe to his
YouTube channel. There you can watch how-to
videos
on
all
things
MG.
https://
universitymotorsltd.com/john-twist/https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLCFB510794339861C
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From the President (Con’t)
Do you fancy reading over videos? Point your
browser over to https://www.mgexp.com/ where
you can find forums on our British cars, vendors,
things to buy, sell, and trade plus more. Win the
lottery and need a garage upgrade to give your LBC
a new home? Head over to https://
www.garagejournal.com/forum/forumdisplay.php?
f=3 and https://www.garagejournal.com/forum/
forumdisplay.php?f=7 to really give you some ideas for a LBC cave. You can be on the next garage
tour! Best of luck convincing the MG navigator/
CFO to approve the funds…..And before you start
wearing those masks out in the garage they won’t
help you with a British car.
https://
taipeitimes.com/News/front/
archives/2020/04/08/2003734196 Now you know
what N95 means, The “N” in the respirator name
means “not resistant to oil”.
The web calendar will continue to be updated with
the latest information on events that may be canceled or postponed. Many questions are still unanswered concerning business reopening under new
guidelines. In May our business/member meeting,
scheduled the May 7th at Joseph's Grill 140 Wabasha St S St Paul, Thursday will be moved to the
14th or 21st if allowed in person. Or we may need a
Zoom conference but we can plan on starting at 6p.
As I said last month our club is a volunteer club
and needs members to not only participate in events
but to help run the club. This year we must elect a
new president. The club continues to recruit new
MG owners, proof that the draw is still there for
MGs. Fresh officers ensure club events keep both
old and new members interested. For any that don’t
know, NAMGAR has canceled GT-45 in Colorado
Springs. The event organizers truly had high hopes
to press on with the event. COVID-19 had other
plans, putting Marriott and the state of Colorado in
a tough decision-making situation. Truly sad with
all the work that has gone into planning but I suspect a very cautious and safe choice. So for now,
fingers crossed, we are still planning on the end of
May to attend Cars & Caves at Chanhassen Autoplex, 8150 Audubon Road in Chanhassen. The
car show the 30th will run from 8:00 AM to 12:00

Noon. Get there early for limited on-site parking
with your family car. Coffee and food are available.
Featured charity is Happy Tails. For those attending with your MG, plan on being there early. We
will have designated parking. Once again, the Minnesota MG T Register will be offering coffee and
donuts for members to keep everyone’s blood sugar
way up. http://chanhassenautoplex.com/events/may
-cars-and-caves-2/

Also all the planning and efforts into putting on an
international event, Rendezvous 2020 in Kenora
Canada, have been postponed this year. We will be
sure to announce the new dates for next year. If you
had called to take advantage of our MMGG discount at the Hampton Inn-Hibbing they have pulled
the block of rooms but please confirm it has been
canceled. T: 218-262-0000. Of course, if hotels
open up and you must go for a drive still make sure
to call. They may even be offering a better rate or
not. Sadly, I have just heard 1 other hotel in town
has ceased operation.
Also, this news about NAMGBR 2020 in Calgary.
Due to covid-19, the City of Calgary has extended their ban on large events through 1st September - possibly longer. Because of this, and our
desire not to risk the health of our participants
and volunteers, we have decided to reschedule
MG2020 to a future date. Since 2021 will be the
"ALL MG" event in Atlantic City and 2022 will
be the 30th anniversary of NAMGBR's first convention near Toronto, the earliest we can reschedule is July of 2023.
As mentioned, this year we need to elect at the very
least a new president. Add this date to your calendar. November 7rd, our Annual Business meeting.
Yep, it’s election time then. Officers would assume
their positions after MMGG's Annual Business
Meeting, this coming November. Any member in
good standing can run for and if elected fill elected
or appointed positions in MMGG. There are eight
official officers in MMGG but all members are ambassadors of the MG family. Cheers, stay safe, and
if I see you on the road I’ll wave! From 6 feet away
of course………
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From the Editor
MMGG Members, As I mentioned in last months
Gazette, the COVID 19 pandemic is having a devastating effect both medically and economically on
a lot of us. It is also affecting a lot of our events as
most of them for the foreseeable future have been
cancelled or postponed. The schedule on page 5 is
as up to date as I know however, if there are any
changes, I will let everyone know.

With everyone “Safe at Home” I’ve added an extra
to this issue. A few weeks back I received an email
from Curtis Gobeli. It was a well written, informative and extensive story complete with photos about
Curtis and his wife, Kathleen’s, trip around Lake
Superior in there green 1974 CB MGB. Since I am
one to be partial to green 74Bs I took an interest in
the article. I initially considered trying to make this
a part of the newsletter but trying to rewicker a rather extensive article into the newsletter format became a bit more than I could manage. I have included it as a separate file for your reading enjoyment.
I also received a video from the Triumph Club of
North Florida showing the assembly line at Mercedes Benz. I’m sure this is significantly different
than the way our MGBs were assembled!
I also received a nice “Thank You” from Diane
Rindt to the club regarding all the kind words and
thoughts she has received from various club members. That, and several pictures of Steve, are in this
issue. Please keep Diane and her family in your
thoughts and prayers.
With the weather taking a turn for the better and gas
prices falling we should be able to get out and enjoy
our LBCs. We may not be able to go anywhere but
at least we will enjoy getting there.
Safety Fast and Stay Safe,
Ed
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Minnesota MG Group Officers
& Executive Board
President Gene Cooper
612-310-1167
mgbcraz@gmail.com
Vice President

Elena Biessener
651-337-0681
Elen2b0916@comcast.net

Past President

Bob (Andy) Anderson
651-439-6876
Robtwander5@gmail.com

Treasurer

Paul Lyon
651-246-8017
Plyon1962@gmail.com

Secretary

Buck Malick
715-386-7010
cmalick2@gmail.com

Newsletter

Ed Schultz
952-381-9596
Eds74MGB@gmail.com

Regalia

Jennie Anderson
952-854-2505
Jasweets55@gmail.com

Webmaster

Chris Cooper

Minnesota MG Group Coordinators and
Representatives
New Members

Jon Bergquist
952-758-6070
Jonbergquist1116@gmail.com

InterMarque

Mark Hill
612-730-5086
mdhhill51@gmail.com

MG Girls

Elena Biessener
651-337-0681
Elen2b0916@comcast.net

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 and is
dedicated to the preservation, restoration, maintenance
and enjoyment of the MG cars. MG car ownership is not
necessary to be a member of the Minnesota MG Group.
Correspondence can be addressed to: Minnesota MG
Group – 15625 Woodland Circle, NW, Prior Lake, MN
55372.
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Rendezvous 2020 Update
Hello Everyone,
In our prior Rendezvous update we said that we would have more news by May 1st. The Rendezvous
Organizing Committee has been able to make great progress over the last week, and after talking to our
sponsors, the hosts for our various events, and representatives from the City of Kenora, we are able to
announce that we have been able to reschedule the Lake of the Woods Vintage Sports Car Rendezvous
to June 10-12, 2021!
The Organizing Committee would especially like to thank the Minnesota Triumphs Sports Car Club for
allowing us to postpone our event until next year. They had already started planning an event for 2021
but were kind enough change their plans to accommodate our situation. Their cooperation is greatly appreciated.
It turns out that the fire at the Lakeside Inn and Conference Centre caused a significant amount of smoke
damage that is resulting in major renovations being required. As such we will be sticking with the three
hotels that we had lined up for 2020. If you already had reservations at those hotels for this June those
bookings have already been cancelled. You will be able to call to make new bookings June 15th this year
(bookings generally can't be made over a year in advance). We will send out a reminder about hotel
bookings the week prior with updated room pricing.
For those of you that have already registered, we have a request. Due to the expenses already incurred,
and the substantial fluctuation in the US/CND exchange rate, we are asking that you leave your current
payment as a "credit on account" with us. When registration opens for the 2021 event we will email each
person with a credit personally to let you know that registration is open and remind you what your credit
amount is. For those that do wish to cancel their registration, unfortunately the $10 cancellation fee will
have to be applied. We hope that you understand. Should you want to cancel your registration, just email
info@rendezvous2020.com.
As a side note, while the Hard Luck award will be awarded as usual at the banquet in 2021, the Organizing Committee is giving notice that having to deal with a fire followed by a pandemic is going to be pret-

ty hard to beat!
While we are disappointed that we won't be able to see all of you this June, we are glad that we will still
be able to host you all in Kenora in June 2021! Until then, be well.
Chad Edwards
2021 Rendezvous Organizing Committee

BritFest Update
I received the following information from the Town of Hudson via Bob “Andy” Anderson regarding
BritFest:
As for now we have only cancelled events into early June - we are trying to go month to month - most
likely you will need to have a plan in place on how you will make this event comply with whatever regulations are in place for August. Let me know what you decide and if you do cancel, we can be sure to
set up a refund for your payment for barricades and cones. It’s hard to know so keep me posted and if
you want to still get on the Safety meeting agenda in the next month or so. Have a great day!
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MMGG 2020 Calendar of Events or the Lack Thereof
Date

Time

May 2-3, 2020

Event Location, Details and
Contact
Tech Session w. John Twist

Details/Contact
Mark Bandow
612-824-4155

POSTPONED

MMGG Girls Book Club

Elena Biessener

CANCELLED

May 7, 2020

MMGG Meeting

Possible on the 14th or 21st or a ZOOM Meeting

May 9, 2020

Spring Kick-Off in Osseo

POSTPONED NEW DATE
TBD

May 30, 2020

Cars & Caves
Chanhassen Autoplex
8150 Audubon Rd
Chanhassen, MN
NAMGAR GT-45
Colorado Springs, CO

May 3, 2020

June 1-5, 2020

1:00
P.M

https://gt45.co/ and

CANCELLED

http://www.namgar.com/images/events/2019/
GT_45/GT-45_LR.pdf
www.rendezvous2020.com
See Page POSTPONED
4
2021

June 11-13,
2020

Rendezvous 2020
Kenora, ON, Canada

June 28 - July
1, 2020

NAMGBR MG2020
Calgary, AB, Canada

June 30, 2020

InterMarque Picnic

July 18, 2020

Pool & Garden Party

Ruth Marston/Bob Anderson

July 26, 2020

InterMarque Picnic

MMGG

August 1, 2020

Cars & Coffee

Gene Cooper

August 6, 2020

MMGG Meeting

August 8, 2020

BritFest, Hudson

Bob Anderson
See Page 4

August 22,
2020
August 29,
2020
September 12,
2020
October 10 or
17, 2020

North St. Paul History
Cruze
Dawn’s Picnic

Paul Lyon

Osceola Wheels and Wings

Buck Malick

https://namgbr.org/mg2020-2/

POSTPONED 2023?

Dawn Williams

Fall Colour Tour
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“Thank you” to all MMGG Members
I want to thank all of the Minnesota MG Group Members for your support after Steve’s passing. Your cards, flowers, text messages, and FaceBook postings have helped Luke (and family)
and I get through this difficult time. To all of you that were close to Steve, I’m so very sorry I
was unable to tell you about the battle he was fighting with Pancreatic cancer. Steve wanted to
spend the remaining time he had to live by living his life to the fullest, without the constant reminder of his illness. The diagnosis in August of 2018 suggested he had six months without
chemo and maybe a year with chemo. He defied the odds, was incredibly strong and brave, and
fought back for twenty months.

Steve enjoyed being part of this club for 19 years, going and participating in many events. I
hope those of you who knew him will find comfort in some of those memories. I know I will,
but we did do them together, and it won’t be the same for me without him. I wanted to have a
party for him before he became too ill, but he wouldn’t have it. Once the COVID 19 pandemic
is over, I hope we can gather and celebrate his life.
Thank you again for all of your love and support.
Diane

BritFest 2018

MMGG Holiday Party

Steve’s Austin Healy Sprite

Steve's MGA
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More Photos of Steve Rindt

NAMGAR

In Memory of Steve Rindt
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For Sale Items

Flash! New Regalia Items
The new limited edition thermal MMGG logo thermal tumblers were introduced at the Holiday
Party have been a big hit. For
those that weren't at the party
the tumblers are engineered
with double wall vacuum insulated construction to provide
long lasting heat and cold retention. The powder coated
finish
has
the
MMGG
logo. You will be the envy of
all. The 12oz. maroon wine
tumbler is $20 / each and the
20 oz. black tumbler is $25 /
each. For an addition $6 you
can have your name added on
the opposite side. If you are
interested please contact Jennie
Anderson or Paul Lyon .

Jennie Anderson - jasweet55@gmail.com
Paul Lyon - plyon1962@gmail.com
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MMGG Technical Advisors

Electrical - Jeff Schlemmer
jeff@advanceddistributors.com
MGA - Brian McCullough
brian@bmcautos.com
MGB - Randy Byboth
W1979MGB@comcast.net
Midgets - Brian McCullough
(651)462-0145
Triple-M - Lew Palmer
(651)436-7401

T-types - Bob Figenskau
(952)935-7909
Tech Coordinators and Bodywork OPEN
Randy Byboth – 612-408-1500
W1979MGB@comcast.net
Steve Nichols – 612-306-1022
seedguys@msn.com
Online Resource:
MG Experiencehttp://www.mgexp.com)

Minnesota MG Group member ads will run free for three months, unless you tell the editor to drop them
earlier or run them longer. Contact the club or non-member advertisement costs.
All commercial ads must run a minimum of 6 months and must be paid in advance. Send money to Ed
Schultz 3750 Majestic Lane Prior Lake, MN 55372. Make checks payable to the MMGG. Send ad to
eds74MGB@gmail.com. If you are a member, please indicate this when placing the ad or notice.
Please also provide your full name so information can be verified.

MG Service Providers
Luke Wahl
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MG Service Providers

SU Carburetor Rebuilds
SU Carburetors work best when in tip top condition. We will rebuild your carburetors paying special attention
to throttle shafts
butterflies, floats, dampers and jet assemblies. Speedy turn-around, responsive communication, guaranteed
work.
H, HS and HIF carburetor services are offered.
For a quote please email

dave@dbraun99.com or visit www.dbraun99.com

MMGG is proud to be affiliated with
NAMGB Register. They provide the
insurance for our events. MMGG
also offers a 5% discount on MMGG
membership dues to all NAMGB
Register members. Sign up today
at :https://namgbr.org/
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FOR SALE ITEMS
1969 MGB Roadster
Car for sale- $12,500/obo
Chrome wires, OD, black leather,
rebuilt engine.
Owner is 80, giving up sports cars!
Call Mark at 612 306-0044

1979 MG 1500 Midget
Recently serviced- new water
pump. Clutch fan, motor mounts,
clean body,
Runs well-$4000/bo
Mark (612)306-0044

1974.5 MGB Roadster
74.5 MGB for sale 2nd owner with
O/D good shape . Have spare items
to go with. For more info about this
car call Ken Merrill (952) 475-0539
please leave a message if not answered. Asking $4000.

1977 MGB Roadster
107,000 miles
California car, no rust-stored in
garage all year
Rebuilt engine at 101,000 miles
New roof installed in 2010
Many new parts in electrical,
suspension, brake and fuel systems
Includes spare parts, tools
and maintenance records
Asking $5000
Jon Bergquist
New Prague, Mn
952-290-0814
Jonbergquist1116@gmail.com
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REGALIA
Shirts in various styles and colors with custom-embroidered Minnesota MG Logos are now available for ordering.
Items can be picked up at the next event or shipped directly to the address you specify. A shipping & handling fee of
$5.00 will be added. Add an additional fee of $3.00 if you want your name stitched on your purchase. To place orders, contact Jennie Anderson at jasweets55@gmail.com Phone: 952-854-2505

MG Girl Patches
$14.00 ea

MMGG Patches
$14.00 ea

MMGG hats
$15.00 ea

MG Girl Tank Top
$12.50 ea (MMGG Members)

MMGG Polo Shirts
for men or women
$24.00ea to

MMGG Sweat Shirts
$28.00 each

MMGG Denim Shirts
Long and Short Sleeve
$35.00 each

MMGG Blanket
$20.00 each
Ask Jennie Anderson to see the various styles of Jackets (Summer/Fall and Winter) - Hats (Baseball, Stocking Caps, Visors) - TShirts Short/Long Sleeve, Tank Tops, Denim Shirts Short/Long Sleeve, Polo Shirts, Dress Shirts, Sweat Shirts Plain/Hooded,
Pullover/Zipper. Jennie Anderson jasweets55@gmail.com or Phone: 952-854-2505
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