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GAZETTE

Visit us on the web at:http:

The Long and Winding Road: Madeline Islandi Rendezvous 20

15

COMING CLUB EVENTS (details within)

° Sunday July 12i Eileen Custer and Mark Brandow 30" Anniversary Party °

Monday July 137 Bi-Mont hl 'y Cl ub and
Saturday July 257 Garden and Pool Party
Monday July 271 MG Girls Lunch at LaGrolla
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Minnesota MG Group Officers
Executive Board
Name & Title Phone Number E-mail Address
President Bob (Andy) Anderson 651-439-6876 minn.mg.group@gmail.com
Vice President Dawn Williams 612-363-5990 dawnbrody70@gmail.com
Past PresidentRobert Jensen 651-351-9500 proofpositivevideol@msn.com
Treasureii Steve Greenway 9527151724 1974GreenMGB@gmail.com
Secretary Elena Biessener 651-337-0681 elen2b0916@comcast.net
Newsletter Edor i Sue Greenway 6127230354 smgreenwayl@gmail.com
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Webmaster Jim Gevay 7637808140 jgevay@msn.com

Minnesota MG Group Coordinators & Representatives

Name & Title Phone E-mail Address
Number
New Member Coordinatedon Bergquist 952-7586070 jonbergquist116@gmail.com
InterMarque Rep. James Pennoyer 7635365472 mgadriven@yahoo.com
Tech Session CoordinatbiBruce Anderson 6127707093 | Bruce.A.Anderson@hotmail.com
Minnesota MG Girls Cindy Pennoyer 7635365472 mgagirl@gmail.com

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 and
preservation, restoration, maintenance and enjoyment of the MG cars.
ownership is not necessary to be a member

Correspondence can be addressed to: Minnesota MG Group

Stillwater MN 55082.

is dedicated to the
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Message from the President

“T‘ For those not | 61l have to live vicari
= following my other travelers.
: escapades on
Facebook, my And it is amazing how one cdmve a
8 trials and perfectly fine MG, but one still can
= tribulations of spend hours upon hours tweaking things
B ® dealing with here and there, while not even driving
the contentso f momds housetheeanded i n
May and | am glad to report | managed
to sell t he ol ed hoiénally ¢éigued outnhow #oraktach a un e .

It has been a long year, but it is MMGG badge to the front of my MG
essentially all behind me now. A  without drilling holes or buying a fancy
bittersweet end to the family home, badge barand | have room for 3 more
hopefully a new family will love the embl ems or badges. | 6v
place aswe di d f or 6 3 yg@oten fresh cooMar mouted directly to
response to the sale was along the line of my air intake for my carb. And of
how she managed to make sure we all course installing struts on my hood,
grew up in one home, not everyone has resulted in all sorts of rattles to figure
that warm memory. out how to quiet those things down.
Andéj ust where does t hat
Now | start catching up on my own keep going to in the carb? This Zenith
homeé So far | h a v earblseerds to3reguianygneed toppiageof .
removed, rebuildingthe chimney is And of while | was at these things I
scheduled for the weeks ahead, a roof on realized only one of my horns work. It
the shed, new gutters for the house, on is after all, always something needing
andonii t 6s | i ke owni ngattantioo.t her MG!

So, on to MMGG st uf fNowtopay attention to club evenisby

now wedve had our first
As my MG sat in the garage a lot lately, drive with Jim Gevay (at this writing
| am awaiting word from the various weather was iffy for Friday) in the
travelers with their reports about Champl ain area. Ji mbés
Rendezvous and Niagara Falls. As | followed the next day by the Post
understand it some members attended Wedding Celebration for Diane and
both events. It is a good thing these Dave Baun, weather was also iffy for
people are representing our club this event, but who cares we were
regionally and nationally, as it is quite  celebrating a Grand Event for two really
obviousi | havendét vent umnice deopteu Thenmfucouhse we rounded
which amazes evemyself. out June with a Pot Luck and Tech

Session at Dawn Williams. | sure hope
| have a perfectly fine MG, | am retired  all these things happened as planned.
fone would think I 6d be hard to find at
home, as | should be out on the open
road. Well maybe, someday. For now
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So on to Julyé a lot of golf, planted his garden and
watched the potatoes grow. When | got
There is an Anniversary Party for Eileen  home it was nearly time to pack up and
Custer and Mark Brandow on Sunday head for Niagara Falls. What a great trip
July 12" in Minnetrista. that was. Our caravan took two days to
travel through Wisconsin, Michigan and
The bimont hl vy Of f i cer s@anaddardtwe lmad great weather during
Monday July 18 a t Shamr oc k 6tse dayn withV fog and light rain in
7" St, in St. Paul, all are welcome. Mackinaw City where we stayed the first
night out. The NAMGBR event was
Unf ortunatsel Suyn drareiod grediwithvoss to do, new MG friends to
on July 1% has been cancelled due to a meet and places to explore. Theuble
work conflict. If anyone is up for decker bus tour of the falls was the best
hosting something else, that day is ever. What a sight. If you have not been
open!! there and experienced the falls and the
surrounding area, put that on your
Then of course the annual Garden & bucket list. It was a great trip. The MG
Pool Party at Rut h Gillagsold dupishiftssat the car sidow anyl
25" in Falcon Heights. The Garden is  out ofthe number of shirts we took out,
alwaysGRAND, but for some reason the  we came home with 6 shirts and orders
weather has been not cooperating some for sizes we ran out of. We will take
years with 50 degree highs in late  more shirts to the national event next
July!!t Still we have a grand time, just year which will be held in Louisville,
not always in the pool. Bring your Kentucky. We are already looking
swimsuits i it actually may be July forward to that event and sellingitoof
weather for a change. shirts again.

Make sure tocheck the Gazette or our In visiting with Tom and June Moerke, |
Web Site or our Facebook Page for understand that Rendezvous in Ashland,

further information. Wisconsin was a great success. This is a
wonderful town for this event and there
See you on the road was lots to do for all who attended. Next
Bob (Andy) Anderson year Rendezvous will be in Kenogra
Your Presidert Canada. For those of us who were there
a few years ago, we remember what a
M adam Vice lovely town that is and what great

accommodati ons we had.
time to start putting 2016 events on our

Sunnisneorur calendar. The way this June went by so
started. it quickly, we will be in 2016before you
j know it.
took off
%nodved Di ane and Dave Braunos

celebration was a huge success with over
180 people attending. The food was
great, the weather superb, good

quickly. I went to Canada in May and it
was warmer there #m in Minnesota.
Had a great time with my friend, played
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conversations with MG friends and the
couples family and time to spend with
our newly weddedriends.

Congratulations Mrand Mrs Braun!!

July is starting off with several events
planned starting with the anniversary
party for Eileen Custer and Mark
Brandow at their Minnetrista
Homestead. Look for more information
and directions in this Gazetbait do put
this on your calendar. The homestead
and studio is in a lovely setting and this
is a good opportunity to wish the
Brandows many more years together.
Eileen has recently had hip surgery and
is doing quite nicely.

Ruth Marston is planning heannual
pool party on July 25. This is a potluck
picnic so bring a dish to share and your
bathing suit. She has a lovely pool, great
back yard and her flowers will all be in
bl oom. l'tds a great
July afternoon. Her house is easy to get
to as it is not far from the State Fair
grounds. More information in the
Gazette, so read on.

Our birmonthly meeting is July 13 at the
Shamrock Bar, 995 West"7St, in St.
Paul. All are welcome and encouraged to
attend. We have a short meeting and lots
of good conversation, food and drinks.
Come on out and join us.

The annual Brit Fest Vintage British Car
Show on August 8, will again be in
downtown Hudson, Wisconsin. The
town has really been supporting our club
and this event and
sponso. Our club members, Tom and
Barb Belongia along with other club
members have been working hard and
long on this and promise to have yet
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another wonderful show. e tbidng our
cars out and join in this annual event.
There is always great restaurants and
shopping close by. More information is
in the Gazette.

| hope everyone reads our monthly
Gazette from cover to cover. There is so
much information, directions and

i nteresting intervi
want to miss a thing. There are lots of
events schedutkefor the rest of this year
including the Holiday party on
December 12 so put your feet up, get a
beer or glass of wine and continue
reading.

e WS

Just to add some family news. My
daughter and her family, with the 3
Russian children, moved June 1 from
Arkansa to Richmond, Virginia where
Heidi received a military promotion to
Lieutenant Colonel. Heidi is the
youngest of my five children and
tvheey ef @orepdmg dawgom
al | f

That 6s ol

Safety Fast
Dawn

ks, see
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From the Garage

Diane and | made the in our tshirts and shorts and enjoying what
trek to MG 2015 in would turn out to be the best day of the drive.
Niagara Falls, Ontario. We stopped at a little art shop in a converted
We decided to take ABrickyard School o0, boug
three days to go travel our kitchen, and proceeded to carry that
out in order to enjoy butter dish with us forhe rest of the trip. The
B some private time owner of the shop wrapped the piece up in
% together after all the bubble wrap and newspaper for Diane, while
== hub bub of moving into I spent ti me wi t h t he

our new home and working hard to make it
truly ours. | was also tasked with putting
together a presentation for the MGC Register
of the North American MGB Register, and
since | was supposed to talk for two hours, |
assembled about 90 slides covering one of
my favorite topics,Tuning by the Numbers,
Breathing, Fire, Fuel, a Nearly Foolpréo
Way to Tune your MGI attempted cover
almost all MG cars from the MGA on, and
the presentation ended up being fun and well
received. Doing a presentation like this is
like icing on the cake for a trip to another >
coast with an MG, and#
when new concepts come to my mind just
from thinking about the topic and massaging
the presentation a few times. An added
benefit was that | met several really nice
people while going over the logistics of
presenting the talk and during the
presentationa wel | . Il 6m | oo
maintaining these new friendships!

talking about the MG he owned in the 70s.

TUNING BY THE

NUMBERS:

BREATHING, FIRE, RS e R e AR I e e S
FUEL he offthe-beatentrack shop Diane
MG 2015 directed us to for an impromtu shopping

experience.

Diane even let me drive her 1970 MGB

The title page from the presentation given = Maggie part of the way that day, which I

in Niagara Falls. really enjoyed. Our usual stopping place
when in the Upper Peninsula (UP) is in Iron

We made our way out along the back roads Mountain, Michigan; thePine Mountain Ski

of Wisconsin on a beaWts Hutitivas anavailkie to dssluetbay . | t

started a bit cool, but soon we were kiek

6
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massive golf tournament. We selected a pumps, mostly attributable to forgetting just
Comfort Inn in town and settled in after an  how long those pumps were in the cars prior
easy dayobs drive. F o rto departme &\le spent sonie aiche cajdiire
sandwiches Diane had packed for lunch the fuel pump omommyd ur i ng t he 0a
because we stopped instead around noonata t h e Great LakesoOthatt ri p;
tasty nename diner on one dhe two lane experience so much that we repeated the
roads we favor for these trips. effort with Maggielast year in French Lick at

MG 2014. Did these experiences spoil the
So by now you might be asking yourself, is  trip? To the contrary, we met some very nice
this a technical column, or a travelogue? people while trouble shooting alongside the
Well, in answer, it is both. Diane and | keep road; were rescued by a good fidewhen it
our MG sport cars in pretty good shape. seemed that the fuel pump dommywa s n 6 t
Recall that at one time, these brawtel cars going to respond to my ministrations, and
were daily drivers for many people. With met some equally nice MG folks in the
over three hundred thousand plus miles to parking garage in French Lick where | put on
Ma g g iceedits | know for a fact that an instant tech session regarding the field
previous owners drove her coast to coast repair ofMa g g ipen,ssomething felt |
numerous ti mes. Di a n e knévwosemethidg abobt aftert learidirtgy sdntuch
of those miles, and along with her gail from Tommya few years before.
driving are trips to Gatlinburg, TN, the site of , AR PR
MG 2006; a GOF Central in St. Charles, IL; : .
and MG 2014 in French Lick, Indiana; um —
besides the trip to Niagara Falls this year.
Some of you may remember that our MG TD
Tommy has been around the Great Lakes
(2010), and other numerous long distance
treks. None of these trips require much more
than just making sure that the car is tuned up
at the beginning of the season and stored
properly at the end of the season.

i

ol """ 4 il

Maggie under the knife in French Lick,

after I mi stakenly figu
report of occasional stoppage of the engine

would reveal itself as an ignition problem,

not a fuel pump problem. If | had counted

the years since the last fuel pump service, |

would have realized it was nine years prior!

So what did we do to prellaggie for this

Huron. Touring with Tommy requires some trip? Not much. The left front inner tube had
planning, but mostly just remembering to  recently developed a slow leak, aadisit to
wrap the clothing in the suitcases in plastic, @ auto repair shop in a close by town solved

because at some point on a long trip, some that a couple of weeks prior to the trip. |
rain may fall. serviced the steering dampener and added

steering fluid because | noticed it was low

Once in a while such lackadaisical When checking all the other fluids in early
preparations can catch up with us. Tware spring. We retimed the agine and reset the

long trips we have dealt with balky fuel carburetors because an experiment |
conducted did not work out quite as well as |
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hopedé and for some r wigesbtades vihenave eturded domea? diNope.
appreciate being stranded several times this Were they in the car this year? Not after the

spring while | played with the settings. (Hint: confusion of moving the shop to a new

the factory number work pretty well, it is location at our new home, when | tossed

hard to improve on them!) Finally, a minor  t hose i nto Dianef6s tool
door panel failure meant orderinganewset t he newer center bl ade «c
from England and installing them a week and placing the best remaining blade on the

before the trip. T h i spassesgeroside, weomade dhg best ©f arsibyv e r
have other O6owner i nd sittaiahdKeep nmind teanttse MGBVinen | e
washing her thaight before the tripMaggie initially only had two blades, before the Feds

made a short drive to the upper garage and decided that not quite enough windscreen

then decided not to start again. Cutting was swept by the blades and ordered the
corners isnot hel pf ul ipnstalatodof theghwd blade in the center. wa s h
the engine 1611 do a = | /]| T | di ng
distributor from indirect water spray! : ,

As | duwdex toa the trip itself was
relatively trouble free. Driving your MG on a
long distance trip is a great way to discover
small flaws to note and correct the next
storage season. If you never drive through
two days of pelting rain (yes, by leaving .
earlier than the rest of the Minnesota MG  Our planned stop in Sarnia, Ontario, just
Group participants, Diane and | somehow put over the border from Port Huron,
ourselves in the center of a slow moving Michigan, where we crossed into Canada.
front and the rest of the drive to Niagara Falls Luckily, we remembered our passports and
was conducted with the hood up and the We also ordered international service for
Rain-X on the windshield proving its worth) ~our cell phones before we left home!

you may not know what needs to be fixed

weather equipmenwise on your favorite Yes, Maggie was wet inside and out by the
MG. Diane gamely held a coffee mug next to  time we drove the fog and rain in the UP,
her knee to catch the rain water Coming crossed aMackinac Strait, and tooled down
between the glass and the seal, while | the only interstate we would use for our trip
Occasiona”y mopped up the water fa|||ng on out, F75 in beautiful Northern Mlchlgan

my side froma defective body to windshield

pillar gasket. This wBegause most qf e commefce forathe|UP p u |
the windshield and do what | can to reseal it. goes through Wisconsin, you are much more

The effectiveness of this future repair will  likely to be passed by a recreational vehicle

have to be Judged in hard use! pulllng a gOOESized flShlng boat than

encounter a semi tracttmailer on this stretch

As a matter of fact, it rained so much that the of freeway. Much of it is divided in the
Rain-X wore off and we had to start using center by foliage for a nice rural experience.
the Wipers_ This is when | made the second We soon found ourselves in Port Huron and
weather induced discovery. Last year on the Mmade our border crossing there; stopping fo
way home from MG 2014, the center Wiper the night at the Harbourfront Inn where we
blade departed the car during a sudden ate at an authentic Irish Pub and toured the
rainstorm in southern lllinois. Luckily, | was ~ waterfront, which included a miniature
carrying three spare blades and rectified the replica of the Great Lakes done in concrete,
situation while getting only slightly soaked. ~ complete with elevations and water.
Did | remember to replace the other two

-8-
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After draining the foot well carpets the nex
morning, we managed to turn the three hour
trip from Niagara Falls to Sarnia into five
hours by taking all back roads to our
destination, checking in pretty much when
planned and none the worse for the trip. The
rest of the event was filled with all the
60MaGicbd6 of an MG get
dinner theater style magic show for the
finale. We met many new friends and
reacquainted ourselves with many current
friends from other MG events, and enjoyed
spending time with our fellow MMGG
participants. Totop t al | of f,
great surpriseMaggie was awarded second
in her class (1942972 recessed grille) even
though, you guessed it, we got well soaked
during the car display at Balls Falls, a
beautiful green park just minutes from our
convention cater.

!/ 1

The Niagara River just downstream from
the Canadian falls, with the American falls
in the background.

Diane did not suffer through my
presentation, she booked a wine tour at the
same time (smart woman!) but together we
managed a tour of the estiarea a few days
later by London Double Decker Bus. We saw
many of the attractions of Niagara and
learned about some of its history. | enjoyed
eyeballing the John Twist Rolling Tech
Session, and we both enjoyed tlieOl d
Speckl!| ebder Morughdin jusfor the
convention.

With the convention over, we needed to get
back home quickly so a leisurely tour was
out of the question. Although we like to

-9-
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travel back roads, by consensus we asked to
join some fellow MMGGers returning under
the leadership of Ric A Wagon
Leslie. Since we had already endured daily
rain on the trip, we were not surprised that
we had to travel through a bunch more
precipitation on the trip home.
together including a
Traveling with a group has some big
advantages, fun banter at stops, a bitadéty

in numbers, and the opportunity to learn a
few tricks. Rich loaned me some duct tape to
put I n the <corner of

awhith rédocedDhe @aam énfiusion on that side

to nothing; and a bit more duct tape fixed the
center wiper which was slowleroding its

bl ade. Never again wi
moves and it i snot
tape, and i f It do
supposedtoapplyWB 00 | okes'!

two way radio system linked the first and last
cars, and cell phones andxts served for
informal communication in between. Rich set
a quick but comfortable pace, and in two
days Diane and | were back at Sky Harbor.
We even caught some decent weather the
evening of the first day while crossing the
Mackinac Straights.

Leslie as we approach the Mackinac Bridge
on one of the few moments of sun on the
trip. Look closely at the center wiper blade
for the Rich Leslie Duct Tape Fix.

All'in all, we drove portions of five days and
were gone forabout eight days, including
two weekends. NAMGBR events are
typically mid-week to allow travel on two
consecutive weekends to save vacation time.
Diane and | and we are already eagerly

S u
es
A

T oo

Ma st ¢

Ma
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planning to attend the North American  and put your MG to use in what it does best

Council of M.G. Registers MG ewt in and was designed to dd cover long
Louisville, KY (MG 2016) from June 13th distances in comfort, style and safety,

17th. There are very few things I reallyneed ext endi ng the MG reputat
to do to gefTommyready for that trip, he is of Friendshipd. You want
due for a coolant change, and | have some hotel reservations now; and register for the
ideas for a sl ightl y ebeattad seon asregistrationgperss.clftyai sre é
err, maybe not! His tires areow about nine already a NAMGBR member, you should

years old, and | will inspect them carefully invite a noamember from your local club to

before departing. sign up and join the fun. If you need some

help planning your preparation, have
With a minimum of fuss, and if you start  questions about what spares to bring, or are
planning now, you can join us by attending just wondering what MG 2016 might entail
one of the premier MG events of the decade, for you, just ask around for advice and ideas.
because the Council of M.G. Registers only You will be very glad you attended, and |
arrang one of these events once every five guarantee that a large contingent from the
year s. | f you arenot MME&E Mwil &e goimiag wou eimd yowri t h
other MG models, here is your chance to be adventure.
exposed to them. You will meet new friends,
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What Kept Us Busy in June??

Ohé a little bit of this and a little bit of that
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